A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE SHORT STORIES “MY FATHER GOES TO COURT” AND “MY FATHER’S TRAGEDY” BY CARLOS BULOSAN

Overview
About the Author
           Carlos Bulosan is a renowned Filipino novelist who spent his adulthood and life in Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. He is best remembered for writing “America Is in the Heart”, and gained recognition in the mainstream American society with the publication of “Laughter of my father” in 1944 on the New Yorker, Harper’s Bazaar, and Town and Country. He was also commissioned by the American president, Franklin Roosevelt, to write “Four Freedoms”, an essay for the Federal Building in San Francisco on 1945. This caused him to be blacklisted by Sen. Joseph McCarthy during the anti-Communist movement in the 50’s for his radical activism. His other books were “Letter from America”, “Chorus from America”, “The Voice of Bataan”, and other novels, “The Cry and Dedication”, and “The Sound of Falling” Before immigrating to the United States in 1930, Bulosan was born in Binalonan, Pangasinan Province in the Philippines on November 2, 1911. Although some records suggest that he was born 3-4 years later than the said date. His life and condition in the United States weren’t successful. He died poor and penniless in Seattle.
About the two stories
         The two stories were part of Carlos Bulosan’s masterpieces as the stories show various aspects of Filipino culture, at the same time, imposes satirical implication of the situations that the story characters were involved in. The story “My father goes to court” was his first short story and was published in the New Yorker in 1943, while the story “My father’s tragedy” didn’t have any information regarding its publication and history.
Introduction
         The grounds for the analysis of the two short stories stems from the story titles and their author. The stories showed complex character development and gender reversal implications that is entirely of foreign influence since it deviates from the traditional Filipino-English short stories that are generally written today. Author’s foreign influence is also a factor; hence, this analysis paper will study and compare the following of the two short stories; Plot Structure Progression, Title-to-Story Coherence, Societal and Moral Implications and Ironies, Foreign influence, Gender roles and Character symbolisms, and Symbolisms.
Plot Structure Progression
Introduction and Exposition
           The two stories showed similarities in plot structure since both stories employed linear narrative plot that is simple and easy to understand, yet the characters and story progression is somewhat complex. The exposition both has the narrator introducing the family and their respective tragedies (which both consisted of natural causes). Alongside the exposition is the introduction of the current state of the narrator and his family, and this is also evident in both stories.
Progression of Exposition to Rising Action
The progression of the stories to the rising action is now different; the story “My Father goes to Court” implied analogical comparison, in which the tone and mood of the transition of exposition to rising action is “happy” and “cheerful on the narrators side, whilst when the story is narrated on the side of the rich family, they are portrayed to as gloomy, anemic, and somewhat sad. An excerpt of the story that shows this comparison is on this line; “As time went on, the rich man’s children became thin and anemic, while we grew even more robust and full of life. Our faces were bright and rosy, but theirs were pale and sad.” While on the story “My Father’s Tragedy”, the progression is quick, and the tone and mood centered on dread and catastrophe. The progression in this story isn’t limited to the narrator’s situation and family, the description of the situations and events apply to their town as well, and can be seen on this excerpt; “The children walked in the streets looking for the fruit that fell to the ground from the acacia tree. The men hung on the fence around the market and watched the meat dealers hungrily. We were all suffering from lack of proper food.” Although this line couldn’t conclude the whole progression of exposition to rising action since there is a mention of gamblers who are blatantly exposing their ill-earned wealth among the townspeople, in which has a societal implication that will be expounded on the latter part of this analysis.
 Rising Action to Climax
The rising action continues the tone and mood of the progression in both stories. But on the story “My Father goes to court”, its rising action starts on the same line that is excerpted above, and continues to the growing curiosity of the narrator’s family towards the rich man’s family for their declining health despite eating healthy food, but still continued their habit of “smelling the cooking food”. In this progression of plot structure, we can see the growing hatred and distress that the narrator’s family give to the rich man’s for their “healthy” appearance, which then gives way to the anticipation of the climax. An excerpt from the story suggests an eventful anticipation of the climax;
[bookmark: _GoBack]“One day the rich man appeared at a window and stood there a long time. He looked at my sisters, who had grown fat in laughing, then at my brothers, whose arms and legs were like the molave, which is the sturdiest tree in the Philippines. He banged down the window and ran through his house, shutting all the windows.
From that day on, the windows of our neighbor’s house were always closed. The children did not come out anymore. We could still hear the servants cooking in the kitchen, and no matter how tight the windows were shut, the aroma of the food came to us in the wind and drifted gratuitously into our house.”
The progression of “My Father’s tragedy” still retained the gloomy and catastrophic situation of the townspeople, but this paved the introduction of the fighting cock that the narrator’s father owned. The contrast of the family’s dire and lean situation to Burick (the fighting cock) was uncanny and gave a different direction towards the plot. It also showed the role of the narrator’s father as someone who grew “obsessed” with the chicken for its possible potential to bring them wealth again. All was still well here and there is suspected foreshadowing due to the father’s irresponsible action and obsession with the game cock. The contrast can be seen on an excerpt from the story; “The grass did not grow and our carabao became thin. Father’s fighting cock, Burick, was practically the only healthy thing in our household. Its father, Kanaway, had won a house for us some three years before, and Fathers had commanded me to give it the choicest rice. He took the soft-boiled eggs from the plate of my sister Marcela, who was sick with meningitis that year. He was preparing Burick for something big, but the great catastrophe came to our town.” And the suspected foreshadowing can be seen in another excerpt of the story; “Father was still sleeping on the bench when they arrived. Mother told my sister to cook some of the rice. The dipped a cup in the jar and splashed the cold water on Father’s face. He jumped up, looked at mother with anger, and went to Burick’s pen. He gathered the cock in his arms and went down the porch. He sat on a log in the backyard and started caressing his fighting cock” and on another one; ““Is that all you can do?” she shouted at him. “Why do you say that to me?” Father said, “I’m thinking of some ways to become rich.” Mother threw a piece of wood at the cock. Father saw her in time. He ducked and covered the cock with his body. The wood struck him. It cut a hole at the base of his head. He got up and examined Burick. He acted as though the cock were the one that got hurt. He looked up at Mother and his face was pitiful.”
Climax
         The climax of both stories were held on different paces and progressions. “My Father goes to court” has an easily identifiable, short and a bit of shocking climax due to its absurd revelation. This may be considered as an ideal climax to all short stories since it perfectly fits the term “climax” itself and is easily identified as the story itself progresses. The climax gives off a sense of confusion to the narrator’s family at the same time to the readers. An excerpt from the story in which the climax is seen; “One morning a policeman from the presidencia came to our house with a sealed paper. The rich man had filed a complaint against us. Father took me with him when he went to the town clerk and asked him what it was about. He told Father the man claimed that for years we had been stealing the spirit of his wealth and food.”
While on the other short story, the climax can only be implied and be felt as the story progresses. Unlike the climax of the first short story, the second story’s climax is almost a part of the falling action. Almost for it covers a part of the falling action, which then leads concurrent fluidity of the story’s structure. Its climax centers on the father’s lack of responsibility and obsession to the game cock, so much that his days are focused on pimping the game cock for future fights.  But the main part of the story’s climax is the making of the match between the narrator’s father and Burcio (another man in the story who seeks fortune from the same kind of fight). This part built excitement as this partial concludes the father’s wishes from the previous parts of the story.
 Falling Action to Resolution
           The falling action and resolution of “My Father goes to court” felt more on the revelation side as it revealed the quick deterioration of the rich man’s family compared to the narrator’s family. The progression also moved quickly through the use of satirical dialogue that is almost impossible in real life. The mood in these plot structures still retained the confused mood of the climax but quickly dispersed as the plot progresses to the resolution, where in  the mood immediately changes. The resolution on this story is already enough to end the story on a good note since the judge dismissed the case and was impressed by the actions of the father, which can give the readers a content thought that the story ended well, despite being vague on some terms.    
On “My Father’s tragedy” the progression was somewhat slow yet gave the mood of relief as a match was about to happen in days’ time. There is a sense of anticipation on the reader’s side since it foreshadows the long-awaited success that the narrator’s father is looking forward to and it finally fulfills the “hard-work” that the father put on towards the game cock. The revelation of the resolution gave it an “ironic blow” since all was already going well but going back to the rising action and climax, we can see the anger that the narrator’s mother have towards the father’s irresponsibility to work and find ways to contribute to the family, which then leads to the demise of the chicken and fulfilled its purpose for the family – to solely be eaten.
Title-to-Story Coherence
         Titles often give a sense of foreshadowing but tends to be vague or too literal in technical sense. Readers can build or foreshadow the story by its title and give off certain expectations that should happen, based on the title. These two stories have and give off expectations due to the use of “father” and implied situations and scenarios the titles have.
The title “My Father goes to court” either implies a tragic of catastrophic event that happened to the narrator’s father since the word “court” can be negatively attributed to crime or misconduct cases, or the narrator’s father is a judge or lawyer, solely on the idea that the people present in courts or court cases are judges, lawyers, witnesses, and suspects. The title has a negative feel and seems dramatic, but upon reading the story, the title adheres to the plot but the expectations that it built can set the readers to think of how much “excitement” is built from the title itself. It is coherent with the story but what it doesn’t fully adhere is the contrast of the negativity of the title, to the positivity of the story narrative. This contrast can acknowledged as an integral part of the story as a whole since it recognizes the need for building excitement and having vague ideas of the story that can help in understanding the story and its satire approach.
“My Father’s tragedy”, also has the same negative feel because of the use of “tragedy”. The plot narrative adheres to the title only on the introduction and resolution of the story. It coincides with the situation and events mentioned by the narrator, but on the rising action to the falling action, the tragedy aforementioned seemed too far-off, and is replaced by a personal view of a son to his father. This then leads to a set of confusion among readers as to whether there is a tragedy? Or what is the tragedy? Which can only be seen on the last part of the story as a conclusion. The title adheres to the story partially as an ironic outcome of the father, which is only implied through the story progression, not from the dialogue.
Societal and Moral Implications and Ironies
         Philippine Society
         The story is full of culturally symbolic and societal implications that give the story its color, satire mood, timely morals, and ironic outcomes. The two stories perfectly describes the common, poor, Philippine society through suggestive use of situations that the common people fall under. Such is the case of family in “My Father goes to court”, the family experienced hardships by losing their farm in a flash flood (which is typical in the Philippines due to tropical typhoons) and the loss made a shift in their lifestyle. Despite the tragedy and hardships, the family didn’t lose hope and retained their cheerful nature by being contented on what they have. This kind of scenario is evident on lower classes of Filipino, the poor try their best to be contented and happy with what they have and they do not let these situations hinder their cheerful disposition. The close proximity of poor people to rich people is also present in the society, where in the rich try to seclude themselves from the surrounding poverty, and glower down to those who aren’t able. Another scenario where it signifies the power of the rich over the poor, can be seen on the climax of the story where the rich man blatantly accuses the poor family of “stealing” their health and vigor. The rich people in Philippine society always finds a way to accuse and abuse the poor in whichever way they like, in whatever reason they could think of. But, as always in Philippine society, justice will be served for those who deserve it most.
           On the second story, it perfectly describes the typical barrio or barangay in Philippine society, where a family owns a piece of land, a cow or chicken, and their means of living depend on what they can reap, beg, or receive. The story also centers on a family whose means of living was struck with tragedy and they’re left with whatever they could scrap to eat. We can also see in this story how in each barrio, there will always be the idea of cock fighting. Fast money making or earning always attracts Filipinos to their core, to the point that they’re going to glorify its idea and would rather go poor than abolish it. Which then leads to catastrophic outcomes.
           Moral Implication and Ironies
         Being satire stories, they consist of ironies that are general present in everyday Filipino life. The moral that we can see and notice in the first story is that money cannot give you ultimate happiness, and the key to achieving it is by enjoying what life gives you and concentrating less on things that have insignificant value. We can see the analogy between the poor man’s family to the rich man’s; the poor man’s family may be less fortunate but they make sure to have fun and be happy, unlike the rich man’s where they secluded themselves, avoided going out and being seen, it concluded their quick deteriorating health despite being “able” and rich. Also the irony in this analogy is, those who are poor are not so prone to sickness and much healthier, than those who are rich who are quick to catch illnesses and ill looking.
         The moral and irony of the second story is connected; the dependence of one person on a thing or another person can lead to the demise of dreams and hopes that one can have. Another moral to conclude here is the dependence of poor people on alms and fast money; they no longer work hard to earn money and would rather wait for luck or any situation where in they could easily get cash. Which then leads us to the ironic part; those whom you depend on, may it be for wealth, favor, or anything else, can be easily taken away from you and cause you your downfall, hence the “tragedy”
Foreign Influence
         Both stories rely heavily on foreign influence, and it is seen on Carlos Bolusan’s satirical way of writing the stories, in which is still not recognized in the Philippines during that time since it is still the period of war; resources and printing presses was still scarce (aside from the strict control of the Japanese military). It can also be attributed to the period of imitation where Filipino’s are still discovering the new art form that the Americans are showing.
The story that has the most foreign influence in my opinion is “My Father goes to court”. We can see it through the use of “court” on the title since in the Philippines, courts are rarely used on cases, aside land or crimes. The second story on the other hand seem genuinely Filipino in influence, it is satirical but the way the story is narrated and its progression fall on the Filipino side for it portrays the ironic life of game cock owners.
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