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Abstract

Information Report (20): Convoys of breaking the siege of Gaza Strip

This report sheds the light on the Israeli procedures taken to impose land, sea and air
blockade on Gaza Strip, in addition to the Egyptian measures at the Rafah Crossing. It also
presents the stand of the Palestinian National Authority and the Palestinian factions, as well as
the position of the international community and the Arab and Islamic world towards the siege.
The report then addresses the convoys of breaking the siege on Gaza Strip in two ways: land
convoys and sea convoys. And it lists the most prominent W, and clarifies all the

organizations, loads, goals, destiny, and reactions belonging(ﬁgconvoys.

This report is the twentieth edition of a series of@)ﬂon reports, which are prepared by
the Archives and Information Section of the W Center”. The aim of these reports is to
focus on the important causes which conc Qe who follow the issues of the Arab and Islamic
region, especially with regard to t tinian issue. These periodic reports provide readers

with up-to-date, documented a nsive information on a limited number of pages.
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Introduction

The siege of the Gaza Strip refers to land, air, and sea blockade imposed on the Gaza
Strip by Israel and Egypt since 2007 to the present. After the 2005 disengagement from the Gaza
Strip by Israel, in 2006, Hamas won the Palestinian legislative elections, triggering the 2006 —
2007 economic sanctions against the Palestinian National Authority by Israel and the Quartet on
the Middle Eastas Hamas refused to quit violence, respect previous agreements and recognize
Israel. In - March 2007, Hamas and Fatahformed a Palestinian national authority unity
government headed by Ismail Haniya. Shortly after, in June, Hamas took control of the Gaza
Strip in the course of the Battle of Gaza, seizing government institt%and replacing Fatah and
other government officials with its own. Following the takgover, t and Israel largely sealed

their border crossings with Gaza, on the grounds that @:d fled and was no longer providing

security on the Palestinian side. \/

Israel maintains that blockade to limi ian rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip on its
cities and to prevent Hamas fro ing other weapons. Prior to its 2011 opening of
the Rafah crossing, Egypt main that it could not completely open its side of the border as

this would represent th@yp(lan recognition of the Hamas control of Gaza, undermine the
legitimacy of the Palestinian National Authority and enforce the split between Gaza and the West

Bank.

The siege restricts nearly all movements of people or goods to and from the coastal region
with only minimal amounts of humanitarian provisions inconsistently allowed in. With the
exception of a small amount of carnations that has been allowed to enter the strip, there has been
a virtual ban on all exports from Gaza since 2007. A quick socio-economic glimpse of Gaza

includes agricultural losses totaling US $30 million and more than 40,000 jobs for the 2007/2008
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season, the suspension of 98% of industrial operations, and more than 80% of Gaza's population

IS now dependent on humanitarian aid provided by international aid agencies.

While the world's most powerful and influential states stand silent and watch the complete
collapse of Gaza's economy and livelihood of its population, citizens around the world are

joining Palestinians in various forms of solidarity to break the siege on Gaza.

In August 2008 the Free Gaza Movement sent the first boat into the Gaza port. Since the first
boat set sail, the Free Gaza Movement has sent seven more boats to Gaza with vital supplies,
medical staff, journalists, and prominent individuals such as Lauren Booth, sister-in-law of Tony
Blair, 1976 Nobel Peace Prize winner Mairead Corrigan,@ inian  Legislative Council
member Mustafa Barghouti, and Nobel Laureate Maire@y&ire. The Free Gaza Movement

was planning to send more boats to Gaza in the future.o

From here and because of the importancéthese attempts in terms of lifting the siege on the

Gaza Strip, The Information and Arcr@artment in the “Al-Zitouna Center” chose to devote

its twentieth issue to talk about cw@ of Breaking the Siege of Gaza Strip.

This report sheds Iiﬁo? the various Israeli procedures and restrictions concerning the
aerial, maritime and land siege of the Gaza Strip. It also explains the Egyptian restrictions on the
Rafah border crossing. Various stances concerning this siege are explored including the stances
of the Palestinian National Authority, the Palestinian factions in addition to the positions of the

international community and the Arab and Muslim worlds.

Then, the report discusses the most prominent sea and land flotillas and convoys, while
explaining details concerning organizers, cargos, objectives, destinies and various reactions.
The report divides the convoys of breaking the siege of Gaza Strip in two parts:
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First: land convoys, where this report lists the most prominent of these convoys, and details

everything related such as organizers, loads, aims, reactions and its fate .

The second: Naval convoys, where this report starts to identify every convoy separately, in terms

of the organizers , cargos, and the fate of this convoy, as well as responses of official and popular

reactions.

Project’s objectives:

The translator chose this book to be translated for different reasons; mainly:

1.

2.

To participate in revealing the truth to the world as a Pales%translator.
To reveal the crimes of Israel against Palestinians,i{a;an to the destructive impacts
of the cruel siege imposed on Palestinian people@e Gaza Strip which has been under

a tight siege since 2006 with three devas@g/Q%s being waged against it.

To show the world the Palestini Quous suffering they undergo in Gaza , in order

to bring solidarity convoys e expected to break the siege and to help them find a

quick solution to ease ring.

To shed light on tz role of the organizations and solidarity activists around the world
who stand with Palestinians in various forms like sending convoys to break the siege of

Gaza.

To show the real position of Palestinians, Arabs, Islamic and international community

towards the siege of Gaza.



The Target Group

>

The western society at large.

People and institutions concerned about the Palestinian cause in order to show them the
ongoing suffering of Palestinians .

Those interested in shedding the light on the siege of Gaza Strip as a heinous crime
against humanity according to the International Law such as legal specialists and human
rights activists.

The Muslim and international community and pro-Palestinian activists around the world.

>

Methodology: 0\/

1.

6.

| looked for a book that discusses one \th}%ﬁ important issues with respect to the
Palestinian people. It was "The Convo@ Breaking the Siege of Gaza Strip" issued by
Al Zaytouna Centre for Studies @unmion — Beirut.

| got approval of the AI-Z@M Center for Studies and Consultations to translate this

book.

. | contacted Dr. Mahmoud Nayef Baroud to have his permission to be my supervisor.
. I'sent him the book by email to have a look, then he sent me his acceptance.

. | started reading the whole text to get an owverall idea about the subject. Reading the text

was very helpful as it gave me a glimpse on the subject. It also helped me to be familiar
with new expressions. Moreover, | went through many books and articles about the same
topic in order to have a detailed background knowledge and familiarity with the
terminologies used in such types of contexts.

| also made a file of many books and projects about the same topic being translated into
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English to gain the others’ experiences in translating the same topic.

7. After being well-prepared, | started translating the text step by step until I finished the whole

book.
8. Then, | wrote the theoretical part of the project.

9. Finally, I edited and revised the final draft before handing it in to the supervisor.

Problems faced in translation and solutions:

The source text is a political text tackling the issue of the siege of Gaza and discussing the
convoys’ attempts to break that blockade. Translating such a text@s a great care and effort
because it is a great challenge that requires many talenfs i.chkground knowledge of the
history of Gaza siege, good command of both English @\ﬁjic and research skills. Skills of
competencies enable the translator to choose s% uivalents to each expression and word.
Another challenge is retaining the style of@ source language in the target language. The
translator has to convey the message rit of the original text in English in order to create
the same to the target audience. @ translator looked at many essays and news, PDF books
related to the subject to lo% to the political terminology and for more understanding to the
events in the text. The followings are some of the problems that faced the translator in translating
this book:

1- The texts have many long sentences that confused the translator who has to avoid any
ambiguity in meaning. To overcome this problem, the translator tried to break down the
long sentences into short sentences while preserving the intended meaning.

2- The text includes many names of organizations, institutions and names of convoys that

the translator needed to be aware of and accurate in choosing their equivalent

abbreviations or terms. The followings are some of the examples:



lifeline” Convoy Sl o5 s

the chief coordinator of Foreign Policy of

the European Union R

Vice President of the European Parliament 3093 Syl e, 48l
International Committee to End the Siege 3¢ glad ac jlaal) cldl 450l diall
on Gaza Strip

Partners for Peace and Development for

" ) Lgygl 8 uidanddll darill g aSudl Jad e oS i
Palestinians in Europe” 15031 A ool el o o

Conclusion

The convoys to break the siege of Gaza deserved to be chr@Qn the history; not because
they succeeded in defending a just cause and trying t e the suffering of the besieged
people in Gaza, but they embody a unique experi of activists and pro-Palestinian noble

efforts that deserved to be followed in defendEMtims of the Israeli aggression.

Thus, they were an inspiration to othvﬁnittees to help people who fight the occupation and

their experience was a great atte@) break the unjust siege on Gaza. Besides, they achieved
the most important aspe the media aspect, and they reveal the truth of the siege to the
whole world while raising awareness in the west. They start with small boats from different
European cities and end up with caravans and flotillas to support the besieged people in Gaza
Strip. The convoys were born from the heart of darkness to awaken the consciousness of those

who are in solidarity with Gaza.

Their attempts could be the first step towards a future national and international cooperation to

break the siege and let the Palestinian people live in comfort and freedom.
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The convoys have activated the Arab and International roles to break the blockade that was
translated in the arrival of many boats to the Strip despite all the obstacles put by Israel. This is a
practical example for many other Arab and international associations and organizations to follow

to end this unjust siege.

Recommendations:
1. Translators should pay more attention to political translation that is related to our cause as

it is very significant in expressing the Palestinian voice.

2. More training should be provided for translators in this vital field whether by universities

or English institutes. 0

3. When translating such political texts, the translato sho@pay his\ner utmost attention

and be very accurate in his translation due to its ity and complexity.

4. The more the translator understands thw the context and the message, the more

he/she will be able to choose the riglgt ings and the appropriate equivalents.
5. The translator should not be flingual, but also bicultural translator to deal with the
same term in various ¢ and to get the idea of the topic he/she wants to translate.

6. The translator sh@ very selective when he or she renders sensitive information or
ideas as " a single mistake in a translation context can result in offensive messages that
can eventually lead to misunderstanding among people".

7. The translator should be a creative writer in order to accurately and grammatically
translate the sentences, collocations and phrases of the source text.

8. The translator should intervene to improve the texts that contain unclear information or
linguistic mistakes by setting right what is wrong because it is his/her responsibility to

bring correct information and obvious ideas to the readers and he should be biased to the
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truth and right.
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The Convoys of Breaking the Siege on Gaza Strip
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Introduction

Israel imposed a cruel blockade on Gaza Strip in the wake of Hamas’ success in the legislative
elections in 2006, then Israel reinforced the siege in 2007 after the ement took over the Gaza
Strip in June 2007. The siege included the closure of all crossin rs between the Gaza Strip
and "lIsrael”. Moreover, Egypt closed the only crossing boNer yith the strip which is the Rafah

crossing.

A 525 A1) 3 sl J i e a3 Sliasdl i) 5 5aSWGlee ghans (sale 1,562 sai adalaed @l 536 (lSu
10 alall dlall e ageldadl ) ) iy jadll

Lﬁ‘l)j} ‘ua‘)&\‘y‘} ‘ULL:.’J‘} )SSM k._uu LQA i\)m };\

About 1.562 million people in G ed great suffering following the siege, which limited the
entry of food, medicines, a addition, they disconnected from the outside world by land,
air and sea which ca verty, unemployment, diseases, deterioration of the economy,

agriculture, education, health facilities and damaged the basic necessities of life ... etc.
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As "lsrael" continued in imposing the siege on Gaza, backed by the United States and other

international parties, sea and land convoys were able to achieve what the 22 Arab countries and
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the international community, who were only observers of the tragedy, could not do. These land
and sea convoys were organized by activists, bodies and organizations from all over the world,
and from Western, Arab and Islamic countries. Some of them succeeded in entering aid to Gaza,
and some of which were prevented by the Israeli boats. From here and because of the importance
of these attempts in terms of liting the siege on the Gaza Strip, the information and archive
department in Al-Zitouna center chose to devote its twentieth issue to talk about convoys of

Breaking the Siege of Gaza Strip.
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This report sheds the light on the Israeli res to impose a land (crossings), sea and air
blockade, in addition to the Egyptian edures at the Rafah crossing, which many see as a
main contribution in Gaza siege. T rt also displays the position of the Palestinian National
Authority and the Palestinian » and it presents the position of international, world, Arab
and Muslim community. n the report divides the convoys of breaking the siege of Gaza

Strip in two parts:

First: land convoys, where this report lists the most prominent of these convoys, and details

everything related such as organizers, loads, aims, reactions and its outcomes.

The second: Naval convoys, where this report starts to identify every convoy separately, in terms
of the organizers, cargos, and the destiny of this convoy, as well as responses of official and

popular reactions.
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Firstly: the siege impt&@?{;aza Strip

1. Israeli measures to impose@(ade on Gaza Strip:

either directly as in the case o est Bank, through the daily arrests, checkpoints and the

The blockade imposed on Gaza :ﬁé\/ sidered as one aspect of Palestinian people suffering,
apartheid wall, or indirect e case of the Palestinian refugees in the Diaspora, who are
exposed to many of th(%]s that increase their economic, political and social suffering. In
fact, the Israeli blockade on Gaza Strip is special in being the most heinous and barbaric, whether
in its motives and direct economic and political causes, or in the political far-reaching motives in
accordance with the Israeli scheme. This blockade aims to dismantle the political, economic,
social and cultural structure of the Palestinian people as a whole, and leads it to a state of
frustration and despair through the accumulation of impoverishment, suffering and deprivation
factors. In addition, the priorities of the Palestinian People's mentality towards the conflict with
the enemy, and steadfastness in facing and resisting the Israelis, were confused by those factors
to become the second or secondary priority, in order to give the preference to provide the

minimum necessities of life and living.

15



P 1505 Guihulill JueY) Jiay of e glad & lasll dealsal dpndll Lalll Guti) s madll Jleaa S
¢l 4ildsy 5l The Guardian gl dmae & jShgc J¥ 9 sl Ve Aay Jiled Jlaall JJ5Y) il Y
sasiall ae¥) il (g giall jEl SH 5 jlaall J6Y) duedll sV OO caih 8 Jee daa i call A e olla
o ¢« Development and Trade on Conference Nations United (UNCTAD) (sl s¥l) dpaiilly 5 il
Vs sle Ave s T e G les sl el e IS Cplal siall 4 jal) dall 3Me)s ¢ gl jlas
Y Al il (0% VY sa gl dadl

The head of the Popular Committee Against the Siege in Gaza Strip, Jamal Khudari, said that
the Palestinian businessmen, during the first six months of the siege, suffered losses of $ 100
million. The Guardian, the British newspaper, reported about 80 thousand job opportunities have
been lost during the first five months of the siege. The annual report of the UN Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) confirmed that the continuous siege of Gaza Strip and the
closure of the West Bank cost the Palestinian economy losses @een 600 and 800 million
dollars per year that equal about 13% of GDP.
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On the occasion to mark the p f one thousand days of the siege, the Popular Committee
Against the Siege issued % pointing out that 500 victims passed away either because of

of being unable to travel abroad for treatment. The report also
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lack of medications, or be
stated that 50% of children in Gaza suffer from anemia and malnutrition, and that nearly a
million Palestinians (i.e. 66% of Gaza's population) depend on relief aid, also this report clarified
that between 80 % of Gazans live under the poverty line. The report stated that the
unemployment rate reached 65%, as the daily per capita income in Gaza is 2$.
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Because of this blockade, what has become known as the economy of the tunnels on the border

between Egypt and Gaza as an alternative to the shortage of goods has flourished, where the
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government in the Gaza Strip organized and put restricted instructions to this economy. These
tunnels provided goods that were not founded in the markets; allowing some economic activities,
but they are not sustainable or guaranteed, because they cannot in any case replace the organized

work of crossings.
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Gaza Strip is surrounded by seven crossings, six of which are under the Israeli control, and they
are: Almintar Crossing (Carney), Beit Hanoun Crossing (Erez), Al-awda Crossing (Sufa), Shijia
Crossing (Nahal Oz), and Karm Abu Salem Crossing (Kerem Shalom), Qarara Crossing
(Kissufim),and the only crossing which is out of Israeli control is t@fah crossing.
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The Israeli procedures towards the trip varied since its occupation in 1967, and they were

as follows: (b"
In 1967- 1994: Gaza Strigas a closed military zone, and Gaza residents were able to get out to

the occupied territories in 1948 "Israel” and the West Bank freely pursuant to Exit permit.

In 1994-2005: The Israeli closures had been imposed on Gaza Strip in various methods and

degrees, and its paces and manners had been intensified during Al-Agsa Intifada in 2000-2005.
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In 2005-2011:

- In September 2005 the Israeli occupation forces withdrew from Gaza Strip, and they
announced the end of military rule of the strip, however, "Israel” is still controling most of the

entrances to the strip.

Sy Aiga pe 3 ) gars e plad e 3ley) clubn e Ll juy) Clblad) Gamea Yoo A/Y0 40
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g Uadl
- On 25 June 2006, the Israeli authorities escalated the closure polices of Gaza Strip in an
unprecedented way, in the wake of the kidnapping of Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit. Since that
date "Israel" began to impose a comprehensive closure of the e@ags, except opening them

for limited hours at spaced intervals, which were not enough t t the needs of the necessary

conditions for the people in Gaza Strip. 0\/
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- After Hamas took over Gaza Stri; June 2007, these closures are turned into a complete

siege in a comprehensive man the strip.
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- On 19 September 2007, the security cabinet in Israel decided to define Gaza Strip as" a
hostile entity ".
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- On 18 January 2008, "Israel" intensified the closure of crossing points to Gaza Strip and
prevented UNRWA from delivering humanitarian aid to the Strip, also Israel completely cut
off fuel supplies to the Strip.
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- On 27 May 2008, the Israeli Ministry of Defense announced that the army is planning to
reduce the number of crossing borders, and moved them several kilometers inside the
Palestinian occupied territories in 1948 “Israel" in order to create a buffer zone with Gaza
Strip.
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- On 19 June 2008 - 19 December 2008, PalesQ resistance factions held an Egyptian-
brokered ceasefire agreement in Gaza wiQ "ISN#". However, "Israel" did not abide by the
truce terms; they violated the agree % times. Furthermore, Gaza crossings were not

opened during most of the truce QM According to data from the Palestinian Center for

Human Rights, Rafah crossing $ e ceasefire period had been closed for over 163 days

0

and it was partially op r%'

closed, while Karni was closed for 149-day, and it was opened for 34 days. In

days. As well as Beit Hanoun crossing which remained

addition, Shijia crossing was closed for 78 days, and it was opened for 105 days. And Kerem
Shalom crossing was closed for 127 days, and it was opened for 56 days.
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- On 27 December 2008, the Israeli army launched a wide aggression on Gaza Strip continued
for 22 days and resulted in 1334 martyrs and 5,450 wounded. In addition, the strip incurred

direct economic losses which were estimated by 9.1 billion dollars. The closure of the crossings
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prevented the entrance of goods without renovating the vital infrastructure that were bombed

during the aggression.
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-In July 2010, the occupation authorities claimed that they facilitated the movement of the
received goods to enter Gaza Strip, through allowing the increase of the amount and quality of
goods that entered Gaza Strip. However, the increase was concentratéd in food commodities and
some luxury goods, and there was not any significant and ge on the state of the
comprehensive siege. The ban continued on the entry ofNasig goods, particularly construction
materials needed for the reconstruction of the Gaza S ese goods were representing about
65% of the total imports of the Strip. Also the gmbar ontinued on the supply of raw materials
that  needed for the production, the r&k&(

development process . Q
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1. The Egyptian procedures at the Rafah crossing :

Rafah crossing is located in the Southern of Gaza Strip which links with Egypt. It is the only
border that dedicated for the movement of people to abroad. Prior to the completion of Israeli
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip on 12 September 2005, “Israel" stopped the work at the Rafah
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crossing on 07 September 2005, in order to prepare for the completion of its disengagement with
the Strip. The crossing remained closed until it was reopened on 25 November 2005 in
accordance with the crossing agreement, which was signed by the Palestinian and Israeli sides
under the auspices of the international Quartet Committee, the United States and the European

Union.
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Egypt had played a key role in implementing the crossing agreement, even though it was not a
party in this agreement, and that is due to its geographical location a&joining to Gaza Strip. After
Hamas took over Gaza Strip in mid-June 2007 and its afte f the full closure of the
crossings, particularly Rafah crossing, Egypt became in a wcontact with the changes within

the Strip. Egypt adjusted the relationship with Gaza Stri eral determinants, including:
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- Egypt sees the Palestinian issue thro egional, Arab and Muslim role, and through its

national responsibilities towards Pa &?ﬂ its people. Furthermore, Egypt seeks to enhance

its specific gravity as a region r, and a center that cannot be ignored.
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- Egypt believes that itsQi(Tnal security is one of the most important factors on which its
political system depends on .
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- Egypt’s dealing with the Palestinian issue, in general, and with the Gaza Strip in particular, is
based on the priority of the peace with "Israel’, and co-exist with the Palestinian resistance in
the neighboring lands of its borders, the matter that does not lead to the outbreak of war whose
its effects might extend to Egyptian territories.
L) e e U (o Gigan Jl B AL Y] - A jead) BN 55 (e jame (24T -
- Egypt fears of tension in the Egyptian - Israeli relations due to any chaos erupting at the Rafah

crossing.
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- Egypt seeks to eliminate tunnels trade, through destroying tunnels, chasing their workers, and
establishing the steel wall, which is considered by many of people in Gaza Strip as a
participation in the blockade.
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- Egypt seeks to place the responsibility and commitments on “Israel" towards Gaza Strip and
not to be borne by Egypt.
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- Egypt is keen to demarcate its borders with Gaza Strip and RafaQ crossing, without ignoring
either of "Israel" or the international community. Egypt con % problem of solving the
crossing and the siege by resolving the internal estiian  conflicts, as well as the
participation of "Israel" and the European Union. IFM' Egypt linked the situation of
Rafah border to the truce by resistance factions.
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- Egypt maintains the special historic pnship with Gaza Strip, and therefore it is keen to
take a stand to put an end to the e of Gaza Strip and to open Rafah crossing.
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- Egypt is keen to continue to pursue its paternal and leader role towards the Palestinian issue,
and it keeps "a thin thread” in dealing with any of the Palestinian parties, including Hamas,
which has historical ties with the Muslim Brotherhood, despite the differences between them .
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- In the wake of the Egyptian revolution of January 25, the departure of President Hosni

Mubarak, and after the signing of the Palestinian reconciliation agreement on 27 April 2011,
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Egypt announced on 25 May 2011 to open Rafah crossing permanently. However, Rafah

crossing has not been opened regularly until the preparation date of this report on July 2011.
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3. Palestinian positions: 0

Palestinian parties agreed unanimously on the need to%@iege of Gaza Strip, and they

called for a regular reopening of Gaza crossings t$
September 2007," a spokesman for

the conduct of its work. After

"Israel" announced Gaza Strip “a hostile entity

the Palestinian Legislative Council, considered

the Palestinian presidency, said: "This arb decision will contribute to tightening the
siege.” Ahmed Bahar, the acting presid%ﬂ

the Israeli procedure as a serious @recedented development according to the rules and
provisions of the public and\g nal humanitarian law. Also, the government of Ismail
Haniyeh said that the decis% oming under the policy of collective punishment.
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The President of the Palestinian government in Ramallah, Salam Fayyad, informed The British
Foreign Secretary William Hague on 3 November 2010 about the need of liting the siege on
Gaza Strip. On 9 May 2011, The President of Palestinian Authority ,Mahmoud Abbas, called

Egypt to move at all levels in order to end the siege of Gaza Strip.
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The Palestinian factions considered "Israel’s” decision declaring Gaza Strip a "hostile entity"
as "a declaration of war" and they demanded to restart the work at crossings in order to lift the
siege that imposed on Gaza Strip. On the other hand, some factions also criticized the
insistence of Egyptian government about the closure of Rafah crossing, and they saw it as a
participation in the siege. After the fall of Mubarak regime on 11 February 2011, Sami Abu
Zuhri, the official spokesman for Hamas, reaffirmed that " the joy of Gaza about this victory is
not less than the joy of Egypt, because this man [Mubarak] was playing a major role in
imposing the siege on Gaza and launching the war on it."
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Arab and Islamic position: @9

The Israeli decision that cong Gaza as a "hostile entity" sparked Arabic and Islamic
condemnations, where t?@ of Arab League, which met on 27 January 2008 at the level
of Foreign Ministers, askeW the Secretary General of Arab League ,Amr Moussa, to make
urgent contacts with all international effective parties to lift the siege on Gaza, and to open the
crossings. However, during the Sharm el-Sheikh summit on 18 January 2009, Amr Moussa
linked between the stoppage of weapons smuggling into Gaza and the need to end the
blockade. In January 2011, Amr Moussa called for the lifting of the unjust Israeli siege on
Gaza.

LLS %3¢ o) ¢ oadluy) yaigall dadaidl alall cual) <Ekmeleddin  Ihsanoglu sie s ) cuall JaST ) LS
36 gl o G il jlasll (b i dabidl of o 1S5 olalae

24



Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Conference also
denounced the decision that considering Gaza as a "hostile entity”, stressing that the

organization rejects the blockade imposed on Gaza Strip.
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King Abdullah 11 called for an immediate and serious action to lift the siege on Gaza Strip,

asking for quick and responsible movement to " relieve the siege and end the humanitarian
disaster there".
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Syria reiterated on more than one occasion on the need to end the siege on Gaza Strip, where

President Bashar al-Assad stressed on the necessity to stop the e¢vblockade on Gaza Strip,
wahuamcmj\)dﬂ\&us
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and he warned of its continuation.
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Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa hani also reaffirmed on 1 May 2009, that the
Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip can ﬁa war crime, and he called to end the aggression

and to lift the “illegal”, “inhumane" fjust siege.
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The Turkish position was more effective in rejecting the blockade of Gaza and working to break
it officially, popularly, politically and morally. Turkey benefited from its balanced international
relations in opening the siege file internationally. Besides that, Turkey has become the scene for
many of the Islamic events and activities that support the Palestinian people. For example,
Turks with official and public support had organized many of pro-Palestinian activities to lift

the siege. In addition, Turks opened branches of Turkish relief institutions in Gaza, including
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Yardimeli Association, which offers ensure for 4,500 Gazan families; and the Turkish
Humanitarian Relief Organization, which its representative, Mohamed Kaya, explained that the
total aid provided by his foundation reached 25 million Euros in 20009.
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At the official level, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has denounced the siege on Gaza.
Talking to the MPs of Justice and Development Party, Erdogan saidNUIsrael" punishes an entire
nation in order to punish a particular group. Erdogan announc@ Turkey is seeking with
other countries to break the siege, and that it is a priority fO\hingand for Turkey. He also called
the Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Dawvutoglu to roalWeJMhe blockade of Gaza. Dawvutoglu
asked Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak on 1Q Jan 2010 to allow Turkey to deliver aid to
the population of Gaza Strip, and he also de r&) allow Turkey to enter caravans buildings
to house those who lost their homes as a r, the Israeli war at the end of 2008 ... but Barak

refused to undertake to respond to his t.
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5. International position:

In the light of the multiple warnings launched by UNRWA or UN institutions, the UN has been

calling not to close Gaza crossings to avoid a humanitarian catastrophe. The Secretary-General
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of the United Nations Ban Ki-moon, during his visit to Ramallah on 16 January 2009, called for
ensuring the access of humanitarian aid, opening of Gaza crossings, and ensuring the prevention
of arms smuggling into Gaza Strip. UNRWA also condemned the continuing siege that "Israel”
imposed on Gaza Strip. Furthermore, the Commissioner-General of the Agency, Karen
AbuZayd, appealed to "give the Palestinians the right to live like other peoples in the world.”
Nevertheless, the Security Council was unable to force “Israel” to open the crossings, in order to
alleviate the siege imposed on the Palestinians in Gaza Strip.
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On the other hand, the United States supported the idea \M/ing the Palestinian Authority to

control over Gaza's crossings, also it linked the h lan needs of Gaza by the Israeli

security, according to US Secretary of State C@ezza Rice’s statements in the Conference
and,

of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Swj on 23 January 2008.

On 18 June 2008, the US administraWounced for consultations to find a way out of the
situation in Gaza Strip, which a$ on the identification of technical bases 'to ease" the
siege on Gaza, the creation o ernational mechanism to monitor the crossings, and keep a
kind of a naval blockad @:Strip, in a form that guarantees the security of " Israel" and
prevents Hamas from achievg political gain from the crisis.
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The European Union was a key element in the crossings’ agreement between the Palestinian
Authority and "[srael’, where the continued work of the observer mission of the European Union
was a prerequisite for the work of Gaza Strip crossings. Furthermore, the European mission

positions got along with the European stand about Hamas’ leadership of the Palestinian
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government, where deputies and ministers from Hamas transferred money through Rafah
crossing which was enough to irritate the European observers, and push them to allude to close
the crossing. On 21 June 2006, the European team announced to halt the work at Rafah crossing
suddenly.
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After “Israel" announced Gaza Strip as a "hostile entity”, the chief coordinator of Foreign
Policy of the European Union, Javier Solana, called “Israel* to reconsider its decision. On 18
April 2008, the Vice President of the European Parliament Luisa Morgantini demanded to open

the crossings of Gaza Strip.
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On 17 June 2010, the members of the Euro Pfliament in Brussels vote on a draft resolution
that considering the parties of the integfoN community to secure missions to monitor the

a call that the international tasks

crossings of Gaza Strip, would be d to "Israel" security concerns. The resolution include
&mitoring the border must include a reactivation for the EU

Mission for Border Assis afah, besides the need to open the crossings into the Gaza
Strip directly, and to work¥WQ end the blockade of Gaza Strip.
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Secondly: land convoys to break the siege (Rafah Crossing)

Since the siege started on Gaza Strip after Hamas won the legislative elections that took place on
25 January 2006, many Arab countries sent aid convoys to rescue the besieged Palestinian
people. Along with the restriction of the siege procedures in mid-2007, after Hamas governs
Gaza Strip, convoys took a different way; where an international groups adopted to work on
lifting the siege on Gaza Strip, by sending aid convoys by land and sea ... Egyptian authorities
prevented the passage of many aid convoys from entering Gaza Strip, or obstructed their
passing..

In the following part, we will talk about the most significant convoys that tried to reach the Gaza
Strip.
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'ede European organization "Viva Palestine”,

mons of the United Kingdom in London. This

"lifeline” Convoy: "Lifeline 1"convoy,org

was launched in front of The House
convoy was led by the British MP Galloway on 14 February 2009, and it moved from
Europe through France and Spai ait of Gibraltar down to Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya

and Egypt up to Rafah croges (@ss to Gaza Strip.
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The convoy included more than 110 trucks and cars loaded with aid and 300 solidarity activists.
Egyptian authorities refused the entry of the convoy into Gaza Strip through Rafah border
crossing except 20 small truck loaded with medicines and asked to turn them into Al-owja
crossing, which is controlled by "Israel”. Egyptian authorities allowed Galloway to enter their

territory through Cairo airport, after they temporarily removed his name from the lists of
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individuals banned from entering the country. Galloway, when he arrived to Gaza Strip on 9
March 2009, said: "we came to Gaza to break the blockade imposed on it," asserting that Ismail

Haniyeh is the legitimate representative of Palestinian people.
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Galloway handed Ismail Haniyeh 25 thousand pounds in cash (about 35 thousand US dollars) on
10 March 2009, in addition to dozens of trucks carrying aid, and he added: " we donate one
hundred car and everything in it ... we give them to the elected govegnment of Palestine,” and he
also announced for a grant of two million pounds (about 2.76 rp S dollars) from a charity
based in Britain to build schools in Gaza Strip, and he sw to the British and European

governments, if you want to refer me to the Court, | pr. ou that you will not find any jury

condemns me, they will denounce you ... because you@ge Palestine.
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On 11 March 2009, Is@ﬂ. eh welcomed the delegation at his home in Gaza City, hours
before they left Gaza. HanlYeh expressed his thanks to Galloway himself and to the humanity
convoy for their moral, political and material support for Palestinian people. Haniyeh presented
many souvenirs to Galloway and to his accompanying delegation, such as the prime minister's
passport as a symbolic gift to express his deep appreciation for their standing alongside the

Palestinian people and their issues.
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Libyan convoy "Viva Palestine™: which entered Gaza Strip on 8 March 2009, and it brought
124 food and medical truck to help and relieve the affected, bereaved and homeless families in
Gaza as a result of the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip at the end of 2008. Palestinian
ambassador in the Libyan capital Tripoli Bassem Aga, has praised the spirit of Libyan
responsibility towards the Palestinian issue. In remarks to the newspaper “Libya Today", Bassem
Aga stressed the coordination with the Gaddafi International Foundation, which is sponsoring a

convoy of "Viva Palestine,” during its passing through Libyan territory.
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"Lifeline 2" convoy: which launched on 04 July @ from New York City to Gaza Strip,
loaded with medical equipment, medicines af iM more than 200 US volunteers, and more

than 50 buses and trucks containing medi plies and subsidies. The member of the British

House of Commons, George Gallo headed the convoy. After the convoy had been
obstructed for three days, the E horities allowed the US convoy to set out from Cairo
and go directly to Rafah cross enter Gaza Strip. The Egyptian authorities stipulated that the
period of this trip should eed 24 hours started from the hour of departure from Cairo. The

Egyptian authorities justified™ the injunction that the convoy had not completed the necessary

legal papers. The convoy entered Gaza Strip from Rafah crossing on 15 July 2009.
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During a press conference accompanied by members of convoy "lifeline 27, included Jewish
rabbis who oppose the blockade of Gaza, the head of the government in Gaza, Ismail Haniyeh,

said: "such esteemed rabbis who have expressed their rejection of the siege, aggression and
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crimes .. we have no choice but to respect these initatives and to appreciate this culture. He
added: " lifeline 2 convoy confirms that the American people began to express his anger and
rejection of his country's support of the Israeli occupation. "
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The head of the American movement “Jews Against Zionism™ and the American Jewish rabbi
who was part of the convoy, David Wise, criticized the Israeli occupation army’'s policy against
Palestinians and said they are Zionists and not Jews, because thegy violate all human values
approved by the Torah, and he added: "We will not accept tha Zionist state for the land
of Palestinians, claiming that it is for the Jews, and hidgg beMhd the Jewish to do what it
wants”. Furthermore, Wise called the Egyptian Pres to open Rafah Crossing for

Palestinians and convoys, in order not to be involved @we siege.
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Galloway said that theg;y encountered some obstacles in Egypt. In addition, the pro-
“Israel" lobby in the United States tried to prevent the launch of the convoy, where they
submitted three requests to the Attorney General of the United States to prevent the convoy, but
their requests were rejected. Galloway said: "I do not align to Hamas movement, because | have
never been a supporter of Hamas, but | support the democracy that brought it to power. If | were
given a vote in the Palestinian elections, I will give it to Marwan Barghouthi, because | believe

that he is able to bring the Islamists and nationalists closer to each other”.
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"Lifeline 3" convoy: The convoy of "Lifeline 3” departed on the 6 December 2009 from the
British capital of London headed by Galloway. The spokesman of the Palestinian Forum in
Britain, Ahmed Turk, pointed out that the convoy comes in the sequence of the international
solidarity with Gaza, in the first anniversary of the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip, he said:
"The convoy launched from the central of London, including 75 vehicles loaded with medicines
and medical assistance, containing 15 ambulances with 15 drivers to remind of the martyrs of the

ambulance workers who passed away in the Israeli war on Gaza Strip last year" .
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When the convoy arrive @e:/ coming from Greece on 20 December 2009, after it passed
through France and Italy, it"was joined by 140 supporters of Turkey and 65 cars and trucks
loaded by medical and humanitarian assistance provided by the Turkish Relief and Development
Agency, according to a statement issued by the government committee to break the siege on
Gaza. The convoy crossed to Syrian territory on 20 December 2009, where Hamas welcomed the
convoy by holding a ceremony organized for this occasion on 22 December 2009. The deputy
head of the Hamas political bureau, Musa Abu Marzouk, greeted the members of the convoy,
and expressed his hoped that “Lifeline 3" convoy will reach the besieged Gaza Strip."You are the
people of conscience after the conscience of America and the governments that stand with the
aggression on Gaza has died, so you uplift to be in the forefront instead of those who support the

aggression”, Abu Marzouk told the delegation. And he added: "You had overcome a lot of
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difficulties and barriers while you were trying to reach Gaza which have been besieged not only
geographically, but politically and economically too and the aggression is still continuing. Thank

you for bearing these difficulties in order to lift the last barrier which is the steel wall between

Gaza and sisterly Egypt. "
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Then the convoy arrived to Jordan on 22 December 2009, where it received a public and official
reception attended by hundreds of unionists, party members, representatives of civil society
organizations and voluntary work bodies, such as: Samir Rifai, @; Minister of Jordan and
Ahmed al-Amayyan, head of the International Hashemite Organization. During the

reception, Jordanian unionists said: '"The convoy was int on the outskirts of the capital

Amman and it was prevented from entering the trad complex where it was expected to

tent around the compound for two days”. The a&@es justified the ban on entering the convoy

to Amman, that there was insufficient space e accompanying Vvehicles.
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The spokesman for the international movement, Neturi Karta, the American Rabbi, Jesroly
Dovid Weiss, said that the participation of the movement in the convoy came to support the
steadfastness of the Palestinian people in general and Gaza Strip in particular. He added: "It is
our duty to visit Gaza Strip to reinforce its steadfast people, to cry with them, and to apologize
to them because of the sins committed against them in the name of Judaism which is innocent

of all these crimes committed towards Palestinian people.”
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Unlike the countries which “Lifeline 3 convoy passed through, where there were no problems
or obstacles faced the convoy, the situation was different when it was ready to enter Egyptian
territory by sea via the Egyptian port of Nuweiba, after it launched from the Jordanian port of
Agaba. Where the Egyptian authorities prevented the convoy from entering its territory. Egyptian
security sources explained the reason that the route of the convoy from the port of Nuweiba to
Rafah crossing by land constitutes a major security burden and requires large numbers of

security personnel to secure its arrival to the crossing.
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The official spokesman of the Egyptian Foreig Mini@ Hossam Zaki, said that” the Egyptian
government welcomes the passage of the cor&t aza Strip, as long as they enter through the

port of Al-Arish, which has been allocat ceive convoys of the relief.” Zaki stressed that:

"The attempts to allow the convoy to through any other Egyptian port are useless”. On 26

December 2009, Foreign Ministgr gypt, Ahmed Abo Al- Gheit, threatened not to allow in

the convoy to Gaza Strip, cf@«er what the pressures are", if it did not reach the port of El
Arish before 3 January ZQ'We day specified to open Rafah crossing, which had been closed on
6 January 2010. Abo Al- Gheit accused the organizers of the convoy that they are practicing "a
shell game™ on Egypt.
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The government's committee to break the siege on Gaza asked the Egyptian authorities to
facilitate the entry of the convoy to Gaza through Rafah crossing. Furthermore, The Jordanian

trade unions called upon Egyptian government to improve their images in front of Arab masses.
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On the other hand, the chairman of the union called upon Egyptian government to stop betting on
American and Zionist support for it and to rally around its Egyptian people in particular and
Arab people in general, who support the convoy of “Lifeline 3 and their brothers in the besieged
Gaza Strip.
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Muslim Brotherhood movement in Egypt denounced the Egyptian authorities' banning of the
convoy, saying it was surprised by the Egyptian government's position. The movement called
upon Egyptian people to do their part and to pressure his government to save Egypt from this

dilemma because preventing the arrival of humanitarian aid c@icts with Egypt's pro-
Palestinian positions. O
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On 26 December 2009, an internaty Irtlon of NGOs called upon President Hosni Mubarak
and his wife Susan to allow voy to cross Egyptian territory to reach Gaza Strip. The
organizers confirmed th 1,400 activists from 43 countries had arrived to Cairo to

participate in the “Freedom of Gaza” march and that they had not received Egyptian authorities'
approval to cross Rafah crossing to enter Gaza Strip. The solidarity activists accompanying the
convoy of "Lifeline 3" threatened to start a hunger strike, until the convoy enters Egyptian
territory via the Agaba - Nuweiba road.
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As a result of the Egyptian position that refused to enter the convoy from the port of Nuweiba,
the convoy organizers decided to return to Syria, in order to depart from the port of Lathikia
towards the port of Arish. The cars of the convoy had been loaded on a Turkish ship launched on
2 January 2009, while the participants of the convoy were transported by air to El-Arish. After
the convoy arrived to ElArish, clashes broke out between Egyptian security services and a
number of members of the convoy. Zaher al-Bayrawi, a spokesman for the convoy, said that the
Egyptian security authorities used “excessive force” against the members of the convoy, 460
people from 17 Arab and foreign countries, resulting in wounding six people. Bayrawi accused

the Egyptian authorities that they committed a "massacre™ against the international activists.

JsaY paa pean ol 1) A (§ o 4B 3 S i) 285 G ) Sl sl Galae (B A jlal daall) (i) S
Y olel daa ) el )l e JA e bl e lade Cirie jeae cldald) CilSy xSl ) 48

laebia Jaad
The head of the Foreign Committee in the Turkish Parliament@ is the head of the Turkish
delegation in the convoy threatened to burn the convoy i did not allow all cars to enter
Rafah. The Egyptian authorities prevented a number from entering through its territory to

Rafah under the pretext that they did not carry ah\/
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On 6 January 2009, the convoy of “Lifeline 3” entered Gaza Strip through Rafah crossing, where
the Egyptian authorities allowed 158 vehicles only. In order to redress the repercussions of the
current tension, Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh called upon Egyptian leadership to meet urgently
and directly to discuss “"the status quo" and “ the steel wall issue”. During a ceremony honoring
the activists of "Lifeline 3" convoy, Haniyeh said: “ many officials in Egypt are with Palestine,
Jerusalem and Gaza and they are against the blockade"” and he reaffirmed that”"Gaza is
defending for the Arab and Islamic countries and it maintains their security, especially the

security of Egypt.” Haniyeh stressed that Hebrew state is the one which threats the security of
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the entire region. Also, he revealed that the Palestinian government will open a major street in

Gaza and call it "lifeline™ in honor of the volunteers of the convoy.
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George Galloway promised Palestinian people that as long as he is alive, he would fight to

change Balfour Declaration, stressing that the members of his convoy contributed in chronicling

history and making glory and liberation. He affirmed that building a "wall of shame” between
Egypt and Gaza cannot be stopped without a challenge and "I will challenge this wall".
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asaid: "We came to Palestine to

Deputy head of the “Lifeline 3 convoy, Mohammed Sa
take from them, not to give them ...We did not do suitable for Gaza." He stressed that
if the Arabs had done justice to Gaza, they ve hold Gaza and its people on their
shoulders, clearing that the Strip is in the @Xﬁ and it is a spearhead against the Israeli

project in the region.
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On 7 January 2010, the organizers of the convoy delivered ambulances, trucks and minibuses to
health, charitable and relief institutions in Gaza Strip , in addition to a number of Medical
equipment for casualties, and wheelchairs for the disabled who lost their limbs during the Israeli

aggression on Gaza.

T 8dae o 8350 @il (g paaifl 5 o6 gl MY slall (i " A clacl ie 2010/1/8 b s
c”@uﬁyﬁ@”o#bh@ﬂ\%})g\uJJ..a\‘_;\;cuﬂé\@ﬁ&%w\@AUY\gjy\é
&) Ay yad) clblull culel 5 65315 50 ae Jsan Al 7 sesa e 4l Lpulashall Gl e s iy L 8

B e

On 8 January 2010, members of “Lifeline 3” convoy departed from Gaza Strip. Only a few
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minutes after George Galloway had left Egyptian territory on his way to London, the Egyptian
Foreign Ministry issued a statement considered Galloway as an "undesirable person”, which
means according to diplomatic etiquette that he is not allowed to enter Egypt again. On the other

hand, the Egyptian authorities re-closed Rafah crossing.
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"Lifeline 4" convoy: It was part of “Freedom Flotilla 1”, which was targeted by the Israeli

occupation at the end of May 2010.
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Jordanian Convoy “Ansar 1”: On 5 July trade unions in Jordan launched a campaign to

collect in kind and material donations g r to send them with “ Ansar 1” convoy to Gaza

Strip. On 13 July 2010, the conw ed to the port of Agaba on its way to Gaza Strip to
deliver humanitarian assistance 50 participants, 25 cars, and symbolic assistance such as
medicines, equipments, @g consumables and building materials. Jordanian government
facilitated the passing of tr® convoy which was represented in sending accompanied security
patrols, which had facilitated its access to the port of Agaba on the Red Sea. The convoy decided
to return to Amman on 19 July 2010, after its passage through Egyptian territory to Gaza Strip
were stumbled. “Ansar 1” delegation carried out two separate sit-ins in the city of Agaba to
protest the ban on the delegation's travel to the Egyptian port of Nuweiba. Early in March 2011,
the Jordanian Lifeline Committee announced the launch of “Ansar 2” convoy through the
Jordanian port of Agaba and the Egyptian port of Nuweiba, following the fall of the former

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s regime.
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"Miles of Smiles 1" Convoy: On 14 September 2009, “ Partners for Peace and Development for
Palestinians in Europe” in cooperation with the ““ International Committee to Break the Siege on
Gaza Strip” announced the launch of the “Solidarity Campaign with the Children of Gaza" which
included 110 wagons carrying medical and educational supplies and humanitarian and
recreational assistance for the children of Gaza Strip. The organization pointed out in a statement
that the goal of the campaign is "an attempt to draw the smile again on the faces of the children
of the besieged strip, to help school students to continue their educational path and to contribute
to restore hope to the soul of hundreds of patients who are Iy@ospitals suffering a severe

shortage of dozens of types of medicines”.
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The aid of "Miles of Smiles 1" c as delivered in two batches. On 19 September 2009,
organizers of the convoy ann that they were able to ship the first batch of humanitarian
and medical aid to the of Gaza from the German port of Hamburg to Port Said as a

prelude to transfer them to "Gaza Strip. The campaign showed that the first batch included 40
buses and 200 mobile electric vehicles. In addition, on 28 September 2009, the campaign sent the
second batch, consisting of 60 ambulances for disabled people, and 75 wheelchairs for the

handicapped, as well as a number of medicines and various medical equipment.
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Therefore, the convoy of Miles of Smiles consists of 58 containers including 110 vehicles for the
handicapped, 275 electric wheelchairs, medicines and computers to the schools affected by the
Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip in late 2008. On 3 November 2009, A process had been started
to transfer the contents of “ miles of Smiles” convoy to the two cargo steamers contracted to
carry medical, educational equipment and the buses of the convoy from Port Said to EI-Arish in
order to enter them to Gaza Strip.

JUa Uil ey (gl gy ma ek e 88 plad ) ") el (e Jal" A sy < 2009/11/12 &
336 g M L) e Jlsel "ABE S5 02 2009/11/14 (B 5 peaa E eS (e S

On 12 November 2009, "Miles of Smiles 1" convoy arrived to Gaza Strip through Rafah crossing
after waiting for more than a month in Egypt. On 14 November Z%he delegation of "Miles of
Smiles 1" convoy left Gaza Strip. O
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"Al Quds 4™ The Libyan Convoy: Q qust 2010, the Libyan aid convoy "Quds 4" entered
the Egyptian city of El Arish. It @ 1,100 tons of food, medical and humanitarian aid,

eparation for its passage to Gaza Strip via the ports of Awja

transported by dozens of truck
and Rafah. The convoy Q)& 4" has received a popular warm reception, during the passage
of the city of Ajdabiya, whde the people of the city donate some food commodities and money
to the people in the Strip
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"Miles of Smiles 2" convoy: On 7 July 2010, “Partners for Peace and Development for

Palestinians in Europe” announced that they started to prepare for "Miles of Smiles 2" convoy
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towards Gaza Strip, in cooperation with the “International Committee to Break Gaza Siege”,
"The International Campaign for Solidarity with the Children of Gaza”, “UNRWA” and the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the Middle East and North
Africa, declaring at the same time the opening of the door to support and donate for charitable

organizations wishing to contribute to back up the convoy.
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The campaign stated that the convoy will carry many medical equimgent, including paramedical
scooters for people with special needs, Incubators, multiform a ties of ambulance carriers,
a second batch of scooters for special needs and first aid Wor the use of homes, commercial
centers, medical clinics, in addition to medical deviceNar missing medicines needed by the

health sector in Gaza at a total cost of $ 2 million,
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The convoy of "Miles of Smiles 2", Gaza Strip through Rafah crossing on 9 August 2010.

The convoy's aid amounted t llion euro (1.33 million dollars), while 41 solidarity activists

of different nationalities wated in this convoy.
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“Lifeline 5” Convoy: “Lifeline 5 convoy was departed from London on 18 September 2010, in
front of the British Parliament led by George Galloway. The convoy was carrying essential

medical supplies, educational supplies and ambulances. The international delegations arrived
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from Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, Canada and the United States participated in the convoy
that organized by "Viva Palestine” Foundation. The New Zealand delegation included six
personalities representing a number of New Zealand solidarity organizations supported
Palestinian people, an Australian delegation and 14 participants from Malaysia purchased buses
packed with medical and humanitarian assistance and each wehicle takes two persons. The
convoy consisted of 40 trucks driven by 80 solidarity activists, and a number of representatives

of charity, humanitarian and solidarity associations.
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On 27 September 2010, The convoy arrived to Turkey and enteragd the Syrian territory on 3

October 2010. Khaled Mashal addressed the convoy members that: “The siege on Gaza

Strip has been ended politically and morally, and it only r% 0 be ended practically by your
S

hands", stressing that the battle to break the siege is a sue@x and profitable battle.
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While the convoy was located on %erritory, 40 Algerian cars and 53 cars from Jordan and
the Levant joined the covo number of vehicles participating in the convoy reached 137
vehicles. On 13 Octobeéﬁy
port of EI-Arish.

the Egyptian authorities allowed the convoy to enter through the
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The convoy of "Lifeline 5" entered Gaza Strip through Rafah crossing on 22 October 2010
without any problems. Spokesman of the convoy, Zahir Biraoui, said that the Egyptian
authorities allowed about 342 solidarity supporters to enter Gaza Strip, and he added that the
activists came from "30 countries”. The Prime Minister in Gaza, Ismail Haniyeh, welcomed the
arrival of the convoy to Gaza Strip, and he saw that the arrival of the convoy with the aid and the
activists of 30 European and Arab countries considered as a great step to end the siege on Gaza
totally, stressing that the arrival of the convoy is a serious blow to the wall of the siege imposed
on Gaza Strip. At the same time, Haniyeh called to intensify the dispatching of land, sea and
even air aid convoys to Gaza Strip until the siege is ended and broken and the historical injustice
of Palestinian people is lifted.
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The Egyptian authorities prevented the coordWgtor  of the convoy, George Galloway, from
entering Egypt and therefore he did no rticipate with the delegation of "Lifeline 5.
Ambassador, Hossam Zaki, the spoke of the Egyptian Foreign Ministry said that.”

Galloway is on the lists of those wi anned from entering the country and he will not be

allowed under any circumstanc p foot on the Egyptian territories. Kevin Ovendon, head
of the convoy said: " Th ise# of the Egyptian authorities to prevent Galloway and 17 others
from participating in the %W&S unfortunate, sad and wrong decision”. Ovendon pointed out
that”” Some of the aid was entered at the request of some institutions such as cancer drugs and
others. "
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On 23 October 2010, members of “Lifeline” convoy left Gaza Strip. During a press conference
conducted before the departure, Kevin Ovendon said that:” the organizers were preparing for the

launch of “Lifeline 6 convoy to Gaza.”
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The European Convoy " Road to Hope™: It was launched from London on 10 October 2010
and it entered Gaza Strip on 25 November 2010. The convoy included 37 participants from
Britain, Ireland, France, Spain, New Zealand and Argentina, along with 30 ambulances and 95

tons of aid, medicines and educational materials.
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On 27 November 2010, Ismail Haniyeh, Prime Minister of Gaza, med the activists of the
European convoy “ Road to Hope”. Haniyeh, on behalf of his ;\% ent and Palestinian people
thanked all the solidarity activists who were determined tWGaza and break the siege and
succeeded in doing so. Haniyeh said during the our arrival to Gaza confirms with
firm messages that the world cannot accept th&injustiCe and the siege imposed on Palestinian
people and the world will not also accept tha@hMinian people will remain occupied".
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Kenneth O'Keefe, head of the convoy, said: "We have contacted various official and non
governmental bodies to avoid any problem, but when we entered the Arab countries, we faced
problems to the extent that a number of members of the convoy were prevented from completing
the march with us." O'Keefe thanked Morocco and Algeria for facilitating the passage of the
convoy and he added: "But the matter had differed with Egypt. That after we reached its border
with Libya, we were prevented from passing through its territory. So, we had to rent a Libyan
ship that worth 70,000 dollars and this money was a right for the children of Gaza™.
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The Libyan Convoy "Jerusalem 5": On 13 January 2011, the convoy arrived to Gaza Strip
through  Rafah border crossing, loaded with 80 tons of medicines and medical supplies, in
addition to 20 trucks carrying 2,000 tons of milk for children, the needs of the disabled, food
supplies, blankets and tents”. The Coordinator of the “National Standing Committee for Support
of the Palestinian People” in Libya, Nouri Ben Othman, said: “T@nvoy was collected from
Libyan events and from the popular social leaders ... unde@ supervision of the Higher
Committee for Financial Support and Assistance to Palesti Neople.”

During a reception for the solidarity convoy "Quds In the headquarters of the Legislative
Council in Gaza City, Ahmed Bahr, the firsf de f the Palestinian Legislative Council, said:
“The convoy came to confirm the stand of@an government and people with the Palestinians
in order to break the siege”. Hamas Wahmoud al-Zahar, also welcomed the members of

the convoy.
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"Asia 1" convoy: It was launched from the Indian capital of New Delhi on 2 December 2010
and it entered Gaza Strip on 3 January 2011 through Rafah crossing. The convoy consisted of
solidarity activists from 20 Asian countries representing 135 civil society organizations. It also
contained 4 ambulances and 8 trucks carrying 1,000 tons of medical aid, clothing, infant milk
and equipment for people with special needs and casualties in Gaza Strip. On 30 December
2010, a number of Palestinian officials, including the head of Hamas' political bureau, Khaled

Meshaal, participated in a ceremony honoring the convoy in Damascus.
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In his speech for journalists after he reached Gaza Strip, the Indian activist, Feroze
Mithiborwala, head of “Asia 1” convoy, said: "The aim of the convoy is to demand for the
liberation of Palestine first and the establishment of an independent state with Jerusalem as its

capital, and to show solidarity with Palestinians in order to lift the siege on Gaza".
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During his meeting with members of the convoy on 4 Januan@l , Ismail Haniyeh, stressed
that "Asia 1 convoy", is like all the convoys according Wpositive aspects that affects the
spirit of Palestinian people, it also renforices the ste ss of Palestinian people against the

occupation and the siege. In addition, it expose\theﬁ ressive nature of the occupation as well

as it rarefies the blockade and works to we it.-YHaniyeh added: “If it is necessary to appeal,
we appeal for convoys to continue by lan a, and in any possible way to break the siege”.
eliath dus b gl \..\cs‘_gdﬁ\ﬂ\ Jpa g ¢" ) Ll " AlE Jgn s GAM\X\ Aeall 48 ) Cusy WS

Mgium@mmmw‘a‘ O cwbat Ali ) oa Liludia g Lz )i 5 Lwd e 44 sagal) Cilelxic V)

Q.

Furthermore, The Islamic Jihad movement also welcomed the arrival of the convoy of "Asia 1"
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and considered that "the arrival of the convoy at this time when the Zionist aggression escalates
on our people and our land and holy sites is a message of solidarity that defies the Zionist threats

and it means that Palestine, Jerusalem and Gaza are not alone."
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"Miles of Smiles 3" Convoy: On 15 May 2011, “Partners for Peace and Development for
Palestinians in Europe” institution, and under the slogan 'Together to Give Gaza's Children
Life", announced the start of its preparations for the launch of "Miles of Smiles 3" convoy
towards Gaza Strip carrying a lot of medicines, medical equipments, cars for handicapped
people, in cooperation with the “International Committee to Break the Siege on Gaza and
Support Palestine”, the “International Campaign for Solidarity with the Children of Gaza”, the
“UNRWA Agency” and the “International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies”
in the Middle East and North Africa.
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The International Campaign for Solidarity with the Children o I” in cooperation with the
Palestinian Relief and Development Fund (INTERPAL), gunche®”a donation campaign on 16
May 2011, in which they were able to raise $ 3.5 myli purchase medicines and medical
equipment that will be carried by the convoy for Gaza@;.
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The convoy was Iaunche@? Italian port of Venice on 9 June 2011, to the Egyptian port of
Alexandria en route to the tian port of El-Arish. On 19 June 2011, The convoy entered Gaza
Strip through Rafah crossing. It included 16 vehicles loaded with special medicines and medical
equipment, in addition to 4 thousands cans of baby milk. The convoy was accompanied by 52

members of different European solidarity group.
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Issam Mustafa, the coordinator of "Miles of Smiles 3" convoy, said: "We came to draw the smile
on the faces of the besieged children of Gaza... we came to bandage the wound of patients who
have been without medicines and treatment for weeks. We came to tell them that your pain is our
pain. And we will not calm down until the siege of Gaza is completely broken”. He continued:
"This is the first convoy that comes under the Arab revolutions, under the opening of Rafah
crossing and under the beginning of breaking the siege imposed on Gaza for five consecutive

years”. Mustafa also announced for the preparation of "Miles of Smiles 4.
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Various Convoys and Aids: Egyptia otities prevented the passage of several aid convoys
from entering Gaza Strip, such a evention of two aid convoys on 10 September 2008,
consisting of ten buses, priva and three large trucks loaded with medicines, clothes and

children milk which WerQMlzed by Egyptian opposition. Mahmoud Khudairy, head of the
Campaign to Break the Siege on Gaza, members of the Egyptian People's Assembly, members of

the Muslim Brotherhood and activists from Algeria, Yemen and South Africa participated in the
convoys. The deputy Hamdi Hassan, a spokesman for the Muslim Brotherhood Parliamentary
Bloc, who is also the coordinator of “Break the Siege on Gaza” campaign, said: “The purpose of
the convoys is to inform the Egyptian government and the Arab governments of the need to work
to lift the siege imposed on Palestinian people and to save the people of Gaza from the famine
they are subjected to". Hassan expressed his condemnation of the Egyptian authorities that they
blocked the passage of buses, explaining that Gaza Strip is besieged by Egypt and "Israel”. On
the other hand, the Executive Committee of the Popular Campaign to Break the Siege on Gaza

Strip announced that it would sue those responsible for preventing the delegation of the
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campaign from reaching Gaza Strip.
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Hamas spokesman, Fawzi Barhoum, also condemned the prevention of the convoy to move to
Gaza. He said: "Preventing the convoy, which intends to declare solidarity with Gaza, is a
challenge to the feelings of Palestinian people, who are suffering from the ongoing siege on Gaza

and it is a defiance to Egyptians’ sensation who want to help”.
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Under the slogan "the Sixth of October a new date t e siege on Gaza Strip," activists from
16 NGOs, Egyptian parties and unions announ ir intention to dispatch a convoy, which
considered as the second of its kind, cfffWwqg medical and relief materials towards Rafah
crossing on 6 October 2008. HoweveQe Egyptian authorities prevented the convoy from
directing to Gaza, and arrested 3 lan activists. In the wake of that, MP Mohamed El
he trip to Gaza. Besides, Deputy Hamdi Hassan said that

Beltagy announced that they c
the prevention of the an convoys from reaching Gaza, confirms the involvement of

the Egyptian government inNMmposing the siege on Gaza.
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Furthermore, on 7 December 2008, the Egyptian security forces banned a relief convoy that was
supposed to be launched from Giza governorate, where it was surrounded by police and anti-riot

forces. The demonstrators were chased and dozens were arrested.
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As an initiative from the International Conference of Imams and Rabbis for Peace, the convoy
for peace sponsored by the French Jewish writer Marek Halter, which was attended by rabbis,
imams and priests, entered Gaza Strip through Beit Hanoun crossing to distribute gifts to
children on 19 March 2009. It is mentioned that members of the convoy distributed gifts to the

children of the Israeli settlement of Sderot.
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On 20 April 2009, the Humanitarian Relief Committee of Egyptian Medical Syndicate, in
coordination with the Egyptian authorities, managed to enter three trucks of medicines and
medical equipment. As well as, a delegation of five members of th&Scottish parliament arrived
to Gaza Strip on 23 April 2009, carrying six tons of medical aid. 0

8 A e il jagad 5 Al e daald V0 Jlad e & VL&;@L@}!\@L&‘;{\L;}QM}
Aasal yume b e (GSual LY 52l 333 dain ole A 336 g U N12009/7/21

The Humanitarian Relief Committee of Egypt@n al Syndicate was able to enter 15 trucks

of food aid and school supplies to Gaza S 621 July 2009, worth 2 million Egyptian pounds

(about 333,000 US dollars) through A '@sing.
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In addition, a batch of Egyptian aid to Palestinians also arrived at Al-Awja crossing on its way to
Gaza Strip. It included 15 trucks with about 30,000 blankets, provided by the Arab Doctors'
Union, the Egyptian Medical Syndicate and the Egyptian Red Crescent along with some Arab
countries. On 10 February 2010, the Emergency and Relief Committee of the Arab Doctors
Union launched the largest convoy of Egyptian medicines to Gaza Strip which cost 13 million
Egyptian pounds (approximately 2.5 million dollars). On 12 February 2010, the convoy entered
the besieged strip.
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On 6 March 2011, 12 Egyptian and foreign solidarity activists from the “International Coalition
to End the Siege on Gaza” entered Gaza Strip through Rafah crossing. This is the first delegation
after the fall of Mubarak's regime which was accused of participating in imposing the siege on
Gaza. The delegation carried a "bag of cement” as a symbolic indication of the need to allow the
entry of foodstuffs and building materials for the reconstruction of houses and buildings which
were destroyed during the war in 2008-2009. The main objective of the visit was the necessity of

opening Rafah crossing completely and breaking the siege on Gaza.
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The featured official aid: On 26 December 2008, aeli authorities permitted the crossing
of the first official Egyptian aid convoy provi(w the Egyptian Red Crescent, through the
Karim Abu Salem crossing to Gaza Strip a was delayed for five days. The convoy included
five trucks, carrying 40 tons of flour, 10@ sugar and medical equipment.
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Since the beginning of the Israeli aggression on Gaza on 12 February 2008 until 09 November
2008, Al-Arish Airport had received 95 aircraft carrying 1,176 tons of aid from Arab, Islamic
and Russian countries. The Egyptian newspaper, Al-Ahram, reported that 3,449 tons of medical

aid reached Gaza Strip during the aggression.
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The first phase of the "Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Campaign to Relief Palestinian
People” was departed from Saudi Arabia on 12 January 2009 through a land bridge to transfer in-
kind aid to the people of Gaza Strip, where 59 trucks loaded with 670 tons of food, medicines,
medical equipment and 30 ambulances. Mubarak Said Al-Bakr, the campaign's executive
director, said that the campaign was allocated by more than 63 million riyals (about 16.8 million
US dollars) to benefit 850,000 people and to distribute 270,000 meals a day for 30 days. During
March 2009, the campaign carried out the second phase of its special program for the people of
Gaza Strip. In addition, on 6 May 2009, Saudi Arabia Iaunched@mnitarian aid convoy to
Gaza Strip, and it was considered as the third convoy since th aeli aggression at the end of
2008. The convoy loaded more than 931 tons worth 11.4 million Saudi riyals (about
three million dollars) and it contained more than 45 tr %} the other hand, on 9 August 2009,
a Saudi convoy was directed to Gaza Strip, con%@4 trucks and carrying 352 tons of food,

medical and shelter aid. 6
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On 19 April 2010, UNRQ received the first convoy of Saudi aid on its way to Gaza Strip. It
included 32 trucks carrying 750 tons of flour as a first phase of a total grant of 2,000 tons of flour
worth 2 million US dollars. On 4 June 2010, Saudi Arabia sent the second batch of flour, which
is 1,200 tons.
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A convoy of aid donated by the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) arrived to the
Gaza Strip on 18 August 2009. It included 20 trucks loaded by 188 tons of relief supplies totaling
328 thousand dollars. On 19 August 2009, aid provided by Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq and
Yemen arrived to Gaza Strip through the Kerem Abu Salem crossing, where 120 tons of food aid
from Saudi Arabia, 22 tons of edible oil from Egypt, 5 tons of oil from Iraq , and eight trucks
carrying shoes, clothing and blankets provided by the Organization of the Islamic Conference
entered the Strip. On 19 August 2009, the Ambassador of Kuwait to Jordan delivered 14 trucks
loaded by 300 tons of aid to the people of the Gaza Strip.
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Moreover, a cargo of UAE aid arrived to Gaza Strip through wja commercial crossing

loaded with 700 tons of food aid on 8 September 2009,4gn routt to Gaza Strip. In addition, a
UAE land convoy consisting of 121 various vehicles t@t the capacities of health, social

and service institutions, arrived in the Jordanian capita@man, on the way to Gaza Strip on 25
September 2009.
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On 11 February 2010, anian Hashemite Charity Organization sent 2,200 solar power
laptops to Gaza Strip through UNRWA. The Jordanian External Affairs Authority dispatched
343 aid convoys to Gaza Strip in coordination with Arab and Islamic countries since the

beginning of the siege on Gaza Strip until the end of April 2011.
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In addition, a Syrian aid convoy carrying 141 tons of foodstuffs headed to Gaza on 11 February
2010. The head of the Syrian Arab Higher Committee to support Palestinian people, Ahmed
Abdel Karim, said that: "the Syrian Higher Committee to support the intifada has so far sent 29
aid convoys to the people of Gaza Strip and it continued sending more aid every three months".
During September 2010, a Syrian aid convoy, containing more than 600 tons of food, clothing,
medicines and medical equipment, entered Gaza Strip through Rafah crossing. On 8 November
2010, a UAE aid convoy consisting of 35 trucks of medical supplies and food was launched to

Gaza Strip.
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arrived in Gaza Strip on 12 June 2010 through Rafah

humanitarian aid. 0\/

An Algerian delegation, including parliamentarians, heads of assggiations and legal figures,
@} delivering medical and
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Thirdly: Naval Convoys to Break the Siege

Several European, Arab and Islamic organizations and bodies had launched maritime convoys to
relieve the besieged Gaza Strip, which has a population of 1.562 million. The purpose of these
convoys was intended to be ethical and humanitarian, some of which was carrying food,
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medicine, etc. These organizations moved from the state of condemnation of the siege to actual
action, and they were trying to reach Gaza, to inspect its conditions, to show solidarity with its
people, and to transfer images of various types of suffering to the international community,
which is involved in imposing the siege in one way or another.

In addition to the land convoys, ships were known as "the ships to break the siege on Gaza,"
which are a group of ships headed to Gaza Strip to aid the besieged people. There are two types
of these ships:

V. Ships arrived to Gaza Strip.

Y. Ships that have been prevented from entering the Strip.
B &Uﬁu.!g ala g Al oiad) 1

AT ) (e Al T3ila 5 56 U ) Jpmasl) (3 (Y1 Al 2l JS8 QB0 5381 9 Ay Al Lida
Ui Cila 5 2008/8/23 (i . jbasll dli 3k o Sl dlal ) ;&QQ&M\; Al Dala uS
IS Laglia o (Pleat 332 gl o Ll puY) jlaall g ya Lo 51 8838 ) " all 53 1y el
Gl el (i) gan) e s adl G e b Aol cem )l @

I YT 5 aand) il BEAN Q@L@A 200 e Jaidis e glad 8 aal JakSu

4P

1. The Ships that arrived to Gaza S@

“Freedom” and “Free Gaza” Shipsg ccess of the first ship to reach the Gaza Strip has

been a motive for a series of othe 0 break the fear barrier of Israeli oppression and it was

a hope to lift the siege. On st 2008, the “Freedom” and “Free Gaza” ships arrived to
Gaza as the first attemthmn the naval Israeli blockade of Gaza Strip, carrying more than 46
solidarity supporters from 17 countries, after a forty-hour journey at the sea. One of the ships
carried medical aid for deaf children in Gaza Strip, including 200 special devices for hearing

impaired children and thousands of balloons.
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After "Israel" threatened to stop the ships and declared Gaza's territorial waters as a closed

military zone, Israel decided to allow the two ships to reach Gaza. Israeli government said that
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the decision was taken after consultations held between Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, his two
deputies and two foreign Ministers, Tzipi Livni, and Minister of Defense, Ehud Barak. The
Spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel reaffirmed that the decision of "Israel”
not to intercept the way of the boats was taken because "Israel* knew their baggage and the

identity of their passengers.
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Furthermore, the Palestinian presidency welcomed the initiative of the foreign solidarity activists
who arrived to the shores of Gaza on board of two ships to break the siege. Nimer Hammad,

political adviser to President Mahmoud Abbas, demanded "Is stop provoking foreign

solidarity activists and to stop preventing them from perfgrmind™#eir peaceful activities, where

they expressed their protest to the unjust Israeli siege } on Gaza Strip for more than a
year. O
S s sl 500l I all D Sl 61555 (g s AN al Jsall dndlal lal) (uad) Ain Jielan) Lo LS

& raalers 556 M vl Jpas oy o
elalill ia e 5 " slasll iad (8 jlews

ol oailly Call Qe LS b ) juma pe 58 ¢ U
.:.."}“Om‘djmjoi‘)s.ﬂj,céjwéé} ‘JL&AA.“‘).A.AS
9 sw)m C'_I\J\P} )LA;“ ).uﬁ(;ukmh eu}" ;u\;ij\

Auaall aelia o Ua il & acldal

(b, Al
Ismail Haniyeh also caller?Arab League Secretary General, Amr Moussa, and Arab foreign
ministers to enter Gaza Strip through Rafah crossing. Additionally, he appealed to the Arabs to
take bold and urgent action in the wake of the arrival of the two ships to Gaza. He also asked
Egypt to break the siege and to open Rafah crossing. He said that the arrival of the two ships was
"like a nail in the coffin of the siege”. Haniyeh conferred the foreign activists a "Palestinian
accolade for breaking the siege” and Palestinian passports. During his meeting with the activists,

Haniyeh offered to grant them the Palestinian citizenship.
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Moreover, MP Mustafa Barghouthi, head of the National Initiative, stressed that “after this great
solidarity step, the Arabs must rebel and declare the breaking of the siege... We want to see the
open of Rafah crossing and this great tragedy in Gaza must be end™.
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Hamas spokesman, Sami Abu Zuhri, said that the arrival of the two ships to break the siege on
Gaza 'represents a condemnation of the Arab official stand”. He added: "If these European

volunteers risk themselves to lift the siege on the Arab Gaza, Arab countries are more entitled to

move to break the siege”.
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step towards lifting the unjust siege that impa on us in Gaza Strip". The Popular Front for the

Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) conﬁr%a the success of the arrival of the two ships to Gaza
port was the result of an ongoi

On the other hand, the Islamic Jihad movesnt\@ndered this step as "an important and bold

by the foreign solidarity activists who suffered from
travel and its dangers and it i esult of the determination and the will of Palestinian forces,

whether the popular can@g he international campaign to break the siege on Gaza”. Deputy
Faysal Abu Shahla, on the M®half of Fatah movement, also welcomed the two ships.
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Israeli police arrested Jeff Helvr, an lIsraeli peace activist, head of the Israeli Committee Against
House Demolitions and a participant in the journey of the two ships, after had tried to return to

the occupied Palestinian territories through Beit Hanoun crossing.
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On the 28th of August, the two ships departed with 39 activists and 7 Palestinians. The "Free
Gaza" movement, based in the United States, which organized the convoy, announced that it

would repeat the experience.
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The Ship of the ""Humanitarian Relief Committee in Egypt': The arrival of the ships of
“freedom” and “free Gaza”, increased the determination and insistengg to repeat the attempts to
break the maritime blockade. So, the second attempt was Arab, an, where a naval convoy
from the Humanitarian Relief Committee in Egypt arrivedqo GaZa Strip on 20 October 2008.
Abdul Qader Hijazi, Secretary General of the Committe&ﬁhat: "The convoy was provided
with foodstuffs, quantities of medicines, medical sup and 250 tons of flour to alleviate the
suffering of the besieged Gaza Strip”. He pginte that the convoy was shipped from East
Port Said, then it moved through Medﬁew@%ﬁea to the port of Ashdod. Then, it was directed

by land to Sufa crossing to Gaza.
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The ""Hope™ ship: Then, the ship of hope came to be the fourth ship which succeed in reaching
the shores of Gaza Strip on 29 October 2008. The ship was carrying 27 Arab, Turkey and Europe
activists from ten countries and it was loaded with medical equipment and medicines. “ Hope”
ship also carried a number of doctors who performed urgent surgeries in Gaza Strip. The convoy
was organized by the “Free Gaza” movement and it was launched from the Cypriot port of

Larnaca. The convoy included Irish activist, Mairead Maguire, who has a 1976 Nobel Peace
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Prize, an Israeli peace activist, MP Mustafa Barghouthi, and Palestinians from the 48 lands and
the West Bank.
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The Israeli Foreign Ministry announced that it would prohibit the ship of “ hope” from reaching
the shores of Gaza. The lIsraeli army prevented the ship from entering the territorial waters, but

Israel annulled its decision and allowed the ship to enter.
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Furthermore, Ismail Haniyeh, the prime minister of Ga@\érred the solidarity activists, who

arrived on the ship of hope, accolade of breaking lege. He also granted them Palestinian

and he expressed his thanks and appreciat

passports, in honor of carrying out this missy n.\péyeh described the ship's activists as heroes
%r their efforts. In addition, he added that the

ship of hope shows that the siege on not imposed by international will but by the volition

of some unjust forces and it is decision not a popular one”. He also considered the

presence of a Jew on the shi

they were against the oc@w
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roof that Palestinians were not against the Jews as Jews, but

of Palestinian land who imposed the siege.

From his part, Mohammed Awad, secretary-general of the Council of Ministers in Gaza Strip
called upon all Arab leaders, the Secretary of the League of Arab States and the Secretary-
General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference to visit Gaza Strip by sea, as an open road

without any obstacles to prove that they are the people of the Strip by action not only by words.
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In addition, Head of the Popular Committee against the Siege, MP Jamal Al-Khudari, welcomed
the solidarity activists representing 13 countries, and he called for organizing more events,
activities and conducting convoys to break the siege. MP Mustafa Barghouthi confirmed that he
was able to reach Gaza without the approval of the Israelis, two years after he was prevented to
show solidarity with the residents of Gaza. He stressed that the solidarity activists were armed
with will to inform the people of Gaza a message that “we will not abandon you, we will not
accept the division and Palestinian unity must be restored”. AlKhudari appealed to the
Arabs “to take a unified decision to lift the siege.”
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In separate statements, Palestinian also welcomed the international solidarity activists

who arrived to Gaza Strip on t of “Hope Ship”. Spokesman of Hamas, Fawzi Barhoum,
said that: “the arrival of oNdAarity activists to Gaza Strip confirms that there is no longer any
impossibility, and that th%of Gaza could be ended if the official and actual Arab’s volition
exist to end it”. Barhoum stressed that there is no longer any justification for the siege, asking
Egypt to open Rafah crossing. The Islamic Jihad movement considered that the success of the
international solidarity activists in breaking the siege and reaching Gaza put the Arab League
and everyone in front of their responsibilities. Besides, Abu Mujahed, spokesman for the Popular
Resistance Committees, confirmed that the arrival of “Hope ship” constituted a clear message to

all parties that the siege policy had collapsed.
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“Al-Karama Ship”: The "Karama ship” arrived in Gaza seaport on 8 November 2008, and it
was launched from the port of Larnaca in Cyprus. The voyage was organized by “the European
Campaign to lift the siege on Gaza”, “the Palestinian Return Center”, and “freedom Gaza “
movement with the participation of active committees and forces of solidarity. Furthermore,
Arafat Madi, head of European campaign to lift the siege of Gaza, said that”” there is a
parliamentary delegation aboard the Karama ship composed of@en parliamentarians from
several European countries. They represent the 53-member Qe international parliamentary
delegation that Egypt prevented them from entering Gaz afah crossing as well as peace
and rights activists and Tony Blair's former ministe witernational cooperation, Clare Short
were also part of this convoy. On the other han“h} ead of Popular Committee Against Siege,
Jamal al-Khudari, said thatthe ship is car, tons of medicines and equipments to perform
rare operations for the wounded and Rr@t of Gaza. A number of Palestinian national and
human rights figures, members of ¥ian Legislative Council and ministers, as well as a
number of representatives of ¢ and events in Gaza, welcomed the "Karama ship™ upon

its arrival at Gaza port™.
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On 10 November 2008, “Karama ship” departed carrying 21 solidarity activists and 8 citizens of
patients, students and stuck people who meet the conditions of Cyprus travel. Arafat Madi urged

all Arab and European parties and unions to immediately send more ships to Gaza Strip.
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“ We are very sad and shocked by the tragic humanitarian conditions we saw during our visit to
Gaza, and we never expected the magnitude of the human tragedy experienced by 1.5 million
Palestinian people”, said Head of the International Parliamentary Delegation, lord Ahmad Nazir,
on his return to London, while condemning the Egyptian authorities' insistence on closing Rafah
crossing. Lord Ahmad called upon Quartet envoy, Tony Blair, to visit Gaza for "dialogue with
the Palestinians”. And he criticized the Arab countries’ stands about the blockade and what
occurred to the economic situation and he said: "A single Arab oil producer can solve Gaza’s

crisis if he wants to”.
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enthusiasm, and we found tremendous determ@l 0 improve their living conditions and
preserve their democratic gains,” said Claire &t

“Despite their tragic humanitarian circumstances, &stinians welcomed us with great
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“Dignity” Ship: “Isracl” allowed the ship to enter Gaza beach on 9 December 2008. The ship,
which organized by "Free Gaza" movement, was launched from the Cyprus port of Larnaca to
the port of Gaza with 12 people on-board including British professors, a British surgeon to
volunteer in local hospitals, human rights activists and journalists. A Palestinian who was
prevented from returning Gaza, where his family was staying, came with the ship. “Dignity” also

transported a ton of medical equipment.
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However, President Abbas commenting on the ships of breaking the siege that reach Gaza, said:

This is a silly game called Breaking the Siege. The ships depart
from Cyprus' port of Larnaca [ that’s right]. [But] first, the
Israeli embassy takes all the passports from the passengers to
verify their identities, and then the embassy examines what aid
the ship will carry. Second, the Israeli navy craft intercepts the
ships and verifies who are on the ship and the@ cargo
before allowing them to continue their journey aza. So,
where is the siege broken? And then if yo 0 send aid to

Gaza, why do not you send it throug or Jordan? Egypt

and Jordan will send everything. \/
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Qatar's “Karama” Ship: ¥arama ship arrived at the port of Gaza from Cyprus port of Larnaca
on 20 December 2008, carrying humanitarian aid from the people of Qatar, foreign solidarity
activists and journalists. The ship, known as “the Qatar People's Initiative”, was the fifth of its
kind operated by the "Free Gaza” movement to break the siege on Gaza Strip. Al-Karama left

Gaza Strip two days after it arrived, accompanied by five Palestinians got stuck in Gaza.
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2. Ships that have been denied access to Gaza:

The Libyan Ship “Marwa”. The Israeli occupation authorities prevented the “Marwa” ship
from reaching the besieged Gaza Strip on 1 December 2008. The ship was carring 3,000 tons of
food and medical aid, including 500 tons of oil, 750 tons of milk, 1,200 tons of rice, 500 tons of
wheat flour and 100 tons of medicines, according to the Libya Fund for Aid and Development in

Africa. Moreover, the interception of the ship did not cause any injuries.
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The Israeli Foreign Ministry confirmed that the Israeli naws;s intercepted the Libyan ship
which tried to approach the coast of Gaza Strip and fo»@'a 0 return to the Egyptian city of El
Arish. It clarified that any Arab country has the righ transfer humanitarian aid to Gaza Strip

via Israel.
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Libya's ambassador to the UN, Gad-Allah al-Talhi, considered the threatening of Israeli naval
vessels to use force to prevent the “Marwa” ship as a piracy in accordance with The United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Al-Talhi asked the council to take urgent
procedures to allow the ship to enter Gaza port and unload its cargo of food and medicinal aids,

noting that his country would allow the United Nations or other organizations to verify the
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shipment. However, this position did not satisfy US Ambassador to the United Nations,
Alejandro Wolff, and he described the Libyan accusation of Tel Awviv piracy as ridiculous.
Besides, when Tripoli sent a ship to Gaza directly, Wolff described it as a dangerous and
irresponsible action. He pointed out that the goal of the republic apparently is "Provocation and
perhaps propaganda.” Libya has strongly accused the Security Council of what it called Israeli
piracy by preventing the ship of ” hope” from delivering humanitarian aid to Gaza Strip.
However, the United States, Britain and other UN Security Council members have undermined

Tripoli's efforts to denounce Israeli behavior.
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The Arab League condemned the prevent'nwe ship from reaching Gaza. '"The Israeli
interception to the ship shows the racist ‘

sources of aid sent to besieged Gaza ime when the Palestinians are suffering the most," said

Arab League's Assistant Secr neral in charge of Palestine affairs Ambassador
Mohammed Sabih. In the rip, the Israeli ban of the ship was very disappointed,
especially as the prepa ere in full swing to welcome the ship. Gaza Health Minister,
Bassem Naem, described the Israeli prevention of the ship as a crime against 1.5 million
Palestinians. He pointed out that the food and medicine aid carried by the ship, which is more
than three thousand tons, was able to provide food and medicine for a large number of

Palestinians in the Strip.
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The "Eid"™ Ship: Breaking the Siege body which is composed of all active political parties in
the occupied Palestinian territories in 1948, decided to launch the “Eid” ship to their brothers
trapped in Gaza. The ship was scheduled to depart from the port of Jaffa towards Gaza.
However, on 7 December 2008, the Israeli authorities closed the port of Jaffa to prevent the
“Eid” ship from sailing towards the shores of Gaza, confiscating its cargo of medical and relief

aid and gifts for children on the occasion of the feast.
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After the vessel was prevented from sailing, Breaking the Siege body held a press conference in
the port of Jaffa, attended by the Arab members of the Israeli Kgesset, in which the Jewish
journalist spoke to the owner of the ship, who revealed that %

contacts to prevent him from carrying the solidarity eWto effect, noting that he was
surprised that the police had confiscated the ship. 0

lice had made numerous
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Sheikh Raed Salah, head of t ; mic movement in 48 Palestine, said: 'To the Israeli

institution, if it succeeds i agalnst the “Eid” ship with its repressive terrorist methods,
it will not succeed in b@g’our struggle to break the siege and end it. We will continue our
efforts by various means and methods to deliver foodstuffs to Gaza Strip and we will launch the

ship and others for this purpose. "
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MP Jamal Zahalka, head of the National Democratic Rally bloc, said:

Whoever steals the smile of children on Eid is a criminal. Even if we
cannot not reach Gaza, we have contributed in breaking the conspiracy
of the international and Arab silence on what is happening in Gaza. |
appeal to the Arab world and to the whole world to send hundreds of
ships to break the siege of Gaza. We are in contact with the Palestinian
international campaign to break the siege, which sends ships from

Cyprus and we will cooperate with them to send ships to the Strip.
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MP Ahmad Al-Tibi, head of the Arab Movement fo@ange, said: "The behavior of the Israeli
police confirms the lack of morality and theysim humanitarian principles in dealing with the
unarmed Palestinians. The police act is a ‘@ Mly act and they are afraid of the arrival of our

medicines to Shifa Hospital and our ith our people in Gaza”™.
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The Lebanese '‘brotherhood™ Ship: On 2 February 2009, Israeli naval forces prevented the
arrival of the Lebanese brother ship to the shores of Gaza in order to provide assistance from the
Lebanese people to the Palestinians in Gaza. Israeli forces raided the ship, assaulted, arrested the

passengers and directed the ship to the port of Ashdod.
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On 5 February 2009, Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak announced that the naval vessels had
intercepted the Lebanese ship while it was attempting to violate the naval blockade imposed on
Gaza. Israeli naval personnel opened fire on the ship, and three members boarded it. They pulled
their weapons on the passengers and beat them. However, the Israeli army spokesman denied
firing to control the ship, and he said that the majority of the 20 passengers were media outlets.
He added that the ship had entered Gaza's territorial waters in a suspicious manner, raising

doubts that it might be smuggling something or threatening Israeli security.
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The ship carried about 50 tons of medical supplies, medicines, ffs, clothes, toys, cleaning
materials and blood units provided by Palestinian and angse NGOs. The ship had eight
supporters on board, including the exiled Bishop of @w Hilarion Capuchi, Sheikh Dawood
Mustafa head of the Association of Palestinian Sch in Lebanon, Sheikh Salih al-Din al-
Alayli, Irish activist Terem McDermott from&N Gaza movement, and some Journalists.
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The Israeli occupation authorities released the Lebanese brotherhood ship on 2 May 2009. Eight
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Lebanese on board arrived at Lebanese territory through the Naqgoura crossing. Archbishop
Capuchi and five other activists on board arrived at Syrian territory after being transferred to the
Golan Heights and they were greeted by a number of Syrian government ministers and leaders of
the Palestinian factions.
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The Israeli government announced that what happened to “ brotherhood ship” was the model

that Israel would deal with from now on with every ship trying to break the naval blockade
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imposed on Gaza Strip.
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Lebanon officially protested to the United Nations about the Israeli exposure to ‘“brotherhood
ship”, and asked its Permanent Mission to submit an urgent complaint to the Security Council
against “Israel” and to assume full responsibility for the ship. Lebanese Prime Minister Fuad
Siniora expressed his condemnation of what he called the blatant assault on the ship. “lIsrael

habituates us to ignore all legal and humanitarian standards,” he said.
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The Palestinian government in Gaza strongly condemne@ naval piracy operation carried out
by the Israeli occupation forces against the "brother " ship”. Government spokesman Taher

al-Nunu said that "this aggressive Israeli ac ication to the unjust siege policy practiced
éﬂ\ is a flagrant attack on the freedom of maritime

by the occupation forces against our peop
navigation to the Strip and fall wrthln
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Yahya al-Qazzaz, a leader of the Egyptian Kefaya movement, accused the Egyptian government

that it participated "lIsrael” in the hunt for the ship "brotherhood™ on its way to Gaza Strip.
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Al-Qazzaz reaffirmed that what happened in the Egyptian waters confirms that there is an
Egyptian role in the hijacking of the ship by allowing the Israelis to carry out the operation

without any interference from them, despite assurances from the crew of the ship that the
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hijacking was carried out inside the Egyptian maritime border. However, Egyptian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Hossam Zaki denied that the brotherhood ship had been intercepted by the

Israeli navy inside the Egyptian territorial waters.
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“Spirit of Humanity” ship: The ship was launched from the Cyprus port of Larnaca heading to
Gaza on 29 June 2009 as an aim of continuing efforts to break the siege. The ship carries three

tons of medicines. Furthermore, The US Congressman Antea MaceqXKenny, the Nobel laureate

Jamaica were among the
Irected it to the port of Ashdod

Marid Maguire and other activists from Britain, Ireland, Bahray
passengers. Israeli gunboats intercepted the ship on 30 Jun&@
after intrusive inspections. An Israeli military spokesmar@ ted that the operation took place

without violence.
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“Freedom Flotilla 1”: Agiojp of eight ships led by a coalition of the European Campaign, Free
Gaza Movement and Humanitarian Relief in Turkey, as well as two Greek and Swedish
campaigns. The Flotilla symbolized a hope for breaking the unjust siege imposed by "Israel” on
Gaza Strip, but the occupation has destroyed that dream by a bloodshed. From the outset, Israel
threatened to hold up the flotilla from reaching the target before it committed its massacre at
dawn on Monday, 31 October 2010, in the international waters, which is a process that

international lawmakers described as a punishable maritime piracy.
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The Flotilla carried more than 700 supporters from 36 countries, including 44 official,
parliamentary and political figures from Europe and the Arab world, including ten Algerian
deputies. It also carried about ten thousand tons of humanitarian aid, containing six thousand
tons of iron, and tons of cement, in addition to generators, medical equipment, medicines and
amount of food aid. Three ships were launched on 28 May 2010 from the Turkish port of
Antalya hoping that other vessels coming from Greece, Ireland and Algeria would catch up with
them, but two ships from

The fleet was disrupted for technical reasons. In addition, Th ot authorities prevented a
Greek ship from reaching the Cypriot coast to pick up 18Eurgpean parliamentarians and three
public figures, including Swedish writer Michael Hggzen»who supposed to be within the
convoy.
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On 31 May 2010, Israeli special :roops intercepted the ships of the "Freedom Flotilla 1"
convoy and managed to c?t m after nine Turks were Killed and tens of solidarity activists

were injured.
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Palestinian Authority President, Mahmoud Abbas, condemned the Israeli aggression on the
"Freedom Flotilla 1", and he declared a public mourning. Abbas asked to put flags at half-mast
on the victims of the Israeli attack, and as a denunciation of this crime. Ahmed Bahr, the first
deputy of the Palestinian Legislative Council, also condemned the Israeli crime, confirming that

this is considered a serious piracy that violates international and humanitarian law.
La ) eyl @lghd dad) ) hawgiall (msa Je0 a2 (B auhaldl ol )5 Gy dais deles) A

72



dnala Gadai 5 5ona e B3 5 s ane pasbicl! A gal) aSladl) Y JSEaY) 308wl Wllae il )
o Al ) L g 5 pasiall ael da Lea 5 3¢ gl lan olgd) dal (e <jaa Sl 1 E) Ay el J )
5 _pilaall i gliall iy Y Apidanddll Al lea WS 36 jlas o el sl JB A gl sall dpely ) dsall

Ml s Al 3 el eda (oo )S M) )" ae s pAlall e
Ismail Haniyeh, the Palestinian Prime Minister in Gaza, appeal to the Mediterranean countries to
take steps to stop lIsraeli piracy, demanding to bring suit against the leaders of the occupation to
international courts "as war criminals." Haniyeh stressed the need for the League of Arab States
to implement the decisions issued to end the siege of Gaza Strip. And he also called upon the
United Nations and Russia to withdraw from the international Quartet, which agreed to the siege
of Gaza, as he said. Besides, Haniyeh asked the Palestinian Authority to stop direct and indirect

negotiations with "Israel" in response to this "political and humanitarian massacre."
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stressed that the massacre of the

Salam Fayyad, the Palestinian Prime Minister in R
Freedom Flotilla highlighted the need for tbyinmmational community to assume its full

political, legal and moral responsibilities, to an end to the aggressive policy of Israel and its

negligence to the rules of International international legitimacy resolutions, regarding to

O
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the unjust siege on the Gaza Strip.
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MP Jamal al-Khudari, head of the Popular Committee Against Siege, confirmed that the
Freedom Flotilla reached every inch in the Gaza Strip despite its inability to reach, and it
delivered its message to the whole world who is now talking strongly about the need of lifting

the siege.
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Hamas held Israeli occupation responsible for the brutal aggression against the "Freedom™ ships.
It also considered this offensive as a new crime against humanity and the defenseless
Palestinian people, as a piracy in full view of the entire world and a determination to continue

the unjust siege against the people of Gaza Strip.
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Fatah movement condemned the crime of "Freedom Flotilla 1”. In addition, the movement's
spokesman, Ahmed Assaf, demanded the United Nations and the international community to put
an end to "Israel" who is acting as a state above the law, in which it committed a crime against

nationals of more than forty countries disregarding all international@ and norms.
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state of confrontation with Israel and its siege

Khaled al-Batsh, a leader of the Islamic Jiha mo\@m, said that "the goal of sending the naval
vessels had achieved, as it was able to cre

remotely.” He saw in the attempts of “prevent these ships” as a continuing to subjugate
the Palestinian people, to force H accept the conditions of the international Quartet, and
to compel the resistance to sto g the occupation.
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The Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) condemned the Israeli attack and
said that this attack represents an Israeli atrocity that puts the international community to face a
real test in taking a firm position against Israeli crimes, not only against the Palestinian people,

but also by being out of bounds against the solidarity activists with the Palestinians.
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Jameel Mezher, a member of the Central Committee of the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, called upon the peoples of the world to demonstrate, siege and occupied the Israeli
embassies in response to the attack. He also urged the Arab countries to take serious steps to
“sever relations with the Jewish state, to close embassies, to expel Israeli Ambassador. Besides,
Mezher asked to work effectively to |lift the siege and to repel the aggression against the

Palestinian people in Gaza Strip. "
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Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary-General of the Org wh of the Islamic Conference (OIC),
described the Israeli aggression against the Q@ Flotilla 1" as a policy of piracy,
criminality and organized state terrorism. O%also mentioned the decisions to break the siege
of Gaza Strip which was taken at the le e Executive Committee , whether it was adopted
at the Executive Committee meetin 1 November 2006, or the decision to mobilize the
necessary support to provide t nitarian needs of the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip
which was made at the 0 ry meeting on 3 February 2008. Oglu considered that this is
an opportune moment to%ment these decisions and to take new decisions and measures to
stop the human tragedy and put an end to the Israeli disregard for international laws and the

Islamic Ummah.
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On 2 June 2010, Egypt suddenly decided to open Rafah crossing in both directions without
specifying a period for its closure. Spokesman for the Egyptian Foreign Ministry, Hossam Zaki,
said that the Israeli ambassador was assured of Egypt's full rejection of the continuation of the

current siege on Gaza Strip and its demand to it the siege immediately and completely.
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Muslim Brotherhood requested to cancel the Arab peace initiative, calling upon the Arab peoples
to "continue to declare their anger, to condemn the Israeli barbaric aggression on the convoy of
freedom and to denounce the international and official silence about this heinous crime until the
unjust siege of Gaza is broken and the repressive practices against the Palestinian people is

stopped "
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crime of the unjust siege by a permanent, natural and 4 te opening of Rafah crossing for

Muslim brotherhood movement said: “"Egypt today is regired ; prove its innocence of the

individuals and goods, and allowing all humanitarian convoys to reconstruct Gaza Strip by
popular efforts".
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Sheikh  Abdullah bin

strongly condemns the crithinal and inhumane aggression committed by “Israeli” against the

Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs, said that UAE

humanitarian convoy. UAE also appeals to the international community to assume its

responsibilities versus the barbaric Israeli aggression.
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Russian Prime Minister, Vladimir Putin, also denounced the Israeli army's attack on aid ships
sent to Gaza and he said that his country intended to refer the investigation of the bloody Israeli

attack on the "Freedom Flotilla" to the United Nations.
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The Israeli aggression blasted a severe crisis in the relations between Turkey and Israel, where
Turkey initiated to withdraw its ambassador to “lIsrael’, as well as Turkey called Foreign
Ministry ambassador to protest the attack, and it also suspended sea cruises with "Israel”.

Besides, Turkey called for an urgent meeting of the Security Council .
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Deputy Prime Minister of Turkey, Bulent Arinc, an that his country decided to cancel
three military exercises with “Israel". Furthermox‘l} h President, Abdullah Gul, condemned

the attack, which is considered as a violatidy of Witernational law. The Prime Minister, Recep

Tayyip Erdogan, strongly criticized “lIsra e he described its government as a sham, and it

constituted an obstacle along the ro ional peace. Erdogan also called to punish Israel for
committing  the "bloody mass Nand he considered the aggression as heinous. In addition,
Eedogan directed one of st wallops to the conscience of humanity, and warned “Israel”
not to test the patience (%ra, stressing that " “Turkey’s hostility is as strong as its friendship
is valuable." Besides, Erdogan called for an immediate lifting of the blockade imposed on Gaza

Strip, which he promised to continue to support.
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On the Israeli side, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejected a proposal by UN
Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, to form an international commission of inquiry to investigate
in the "Freedom Flotilla 1" massacre, claiming that Israel was seeking a substantive

investigation. Netanyahu also reiterated allegations of terrorism to activists of "Freedom Flotilla
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On the other hand, the Turkish Foreign Minister, Ahmet Dawvutoglu, confirmed that Ankara's
relationship with Tel Aviv is subjected to its acceptance of the proposal of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference to form an international commission of inquiry in cooperation with the
United Nations. He expected “Israel" to accept this committee, and noted that "any step not
encouraged by Israel to this Committee will face the available Turkish options such as the
withdrawal of the Turkish ambassador from lIsrael.”
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Moreover, Turkey rejected Turkel Commission, Whic®s formed by "Israel” to investigate the
facts about the Israeli attack on the "FreeqomN\glojHla 1", stressing that they do not trust its
integrity.
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Although Turkey's national defense minister, Mohammad Wajdi Ghonol (Vecdi Gonil),
announced on 6 June 2010 that Turkey will not stop defense cooperation with Israel, Turkish-
Israeli relations worsened further when the Turkish Air Force decided on the 14th of June to
cancel a deal with the Israel Aerospace Industries and Elbit Systems for the purchase of drones
worth $ 180 million. Turkey has frozen an agreement with the Israeli government. On 27 June
2010, the Turkish authorities refused to allow an Israeli military transport vehicle to cross over

its territory, forcing the aircraft to change its airspace.
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During a press conference following the G-20 (Group of Twenty) Summit in Toronto, Erdogan
stressed the Turkish demands: an apology, the formation of an international commission of
inquiry and compensation for damages, and finally the lifting of the siege imposed on Gaza
Strip.
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However, "lIsrael" refused to offer any apology to Turkey, wher tanyahu stressed that his
country cannot apologize because its soldiers had to defend @Bel\/es, to escape from the

beating to death operation. Israeli Foreign Minister Avi eberman also said that “lIsrael's

international standing will be greatly affected if it s to Turkey for the events of the
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On 7 July 2010, a surprise meeting was held between the Foreign Minister of Turkey, Ahmed
Daoud Oglu, and Benjamin Ben Eliezer, Minister of Industry and Trade of Israel, in Brussels.
Oglu noted that "the Israeli side is the one who requested the meeting.” Spokesman of Turkish
Foreign Ministry ,Burak Ozligergin, confirmed that the two ministers discussed the current state
of Turkish-Israeli relations. According to Turkish newspaper Hirriyet and sources from the
Foreign Ministry, the Turkish minister renewed Ankara's demands to apologize and compensate
for the maritime assault, to form an independent international commission of inquiry and to lift

the siege on Gaza.
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Oglu said that: “Israel knows the sanctions that Turkey will impose on it unless the Turkish
demands are implemented in order to avoid ties interruption.” And he added that: "If Israel does
not want to form an international commission of inquiry, it must recognize this crime, apologize,
and pay compensation ". Oglu stressed that if Israel does not implement any of these conditions,
we cannot return the Turkish-Israeli diplomatic relations back on track, and he explained that

Turkey has the right to impose sanctions on “Israel” unilaterally, and that "Israel” knows well

those sanctions. 0
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On 5 July 2010, the Turkish Ministry of @se ecided not to participate in the "Mermaid"
maneuvers of the maritime rescue opera ich were taking place in the Mediterranean Sea

in August yearly with American and %. aval vessels.
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On 24 July 2010, the UN Human Rights Council appointed a committee of experts to investigate
the allegations of violations of international law in the Israeli attack on the “Freedom Flotilla 1”.
However, "Israel* refused to cooperate with the Committee. Besides, Israeli government
spokesman Ofir Gendelman said that his country did not see the credibility of the council and he
explained that “Israel" formed government and military investigation committees and "there was

no need for a third commission of inquiry.” According to a statement issued by Netanyahu's

80



office on 3 August 2010, the Israeli government was ready to transfer to the International
Commission of Inquiry all reports prepared by the Israeli examination committee or by the
government itself, but it would not allow any of the soldiers and officers to be subjected before

the Committee.
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On 9 August 2010, Netanyahu testified before the Turkel Committee, saying that "Defense

Minister (Barak) is the only address on this subject,” and that the {graeli army is the one who

decided the form of the confrontation with the Flotilla and control its ships. In his
testimony to the Commission, Barak also took full respow the events of the “Freedom
Flotilla 1”, while the Chief of Staff of the Israeli arngy, eral Gabi Ashkenazi, said in his

statement before the committee that he personally b@ responsibility for all operations carried

out by the Israeli army, considering the pro ss\)ﬁercepting "Freedom Flotilla 1" is "correct,
proportionate and moral." 6
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After the Israeli leadership confessed to the committee, UN spokesman Martin Nsirci said that
the commission "does not intend to determine the criminal responsibility of certain individuals.”
In which it appeared to be a new decline in favor of not charging or determining the criminal
responsibilities of any Israelis. He added that: "The main task is to review the investigations
carried out by the Israeli and Turkish authorities, and to make recommendations on how to avoid

such incidents in the future."
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Turkey determined that “Israel” must extend an apology. On 8 July 2011, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said that we "cannot think™ to normalize our relations with “Israel” unless it apologizes for
Kiling nine Turkish activists ... The lifting of the siege of Gaza and the payment of

compensation to the victims of the attack are some of the conditions to normalize our relations.
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However, Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak rejected Erdogan's invitation to Tel Awviv to
apologize, saying: "Israel has not committed any crime ... In my opinion, the Palmer Committee
will say that Israel acted in accordance with international law. The gege is legal... intercept the
vessels is allowed... and the use of force in those circumstancesef ed. " The Israeli Foreign
Minister, Awvigdor Lieberman, sees in Erdogan's statemerﬁh/a e wants to humiliate “lIsrael”
and he does not want to normalize relations with them. 0
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The Libyan ship ""Hope™: The "Freedom Flotilla" convoy which attempt to break the siege of
Gaza was not the last despite the cruelty of Israel and the unusual escalation that suppress the
ships sailing to Gaza. On 11 July 2010, the Libyan ship “Hope” sailed from Greece to the
besieged Gaza Strip in a trip organized by the Gaddafi International Charity and Development
Foundation, carrying about 2,000 tons of aid. Israel refused to enter the ship to Gaza seaport, and
the Israeli Foreign Ministry recommended that the Israeli army must not intercept the ship
outside or near the borders of Israeli or Palestinian territorial waters. After the intercession of

more than one European mediator, the Israeli government agreed to enter the entire cargo ship to
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Gaza Strip, including cement and iron, in return for the vessel to divert its route to the Egyptian
port of El Arish. The ship docked at Al-Arish port on 14 July 2010, after being surrounded by

Israeli battle ships to prevent it from reaching Gaza.
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On 16 July 2010, the official Arab Radio reported that Foreign Minister, Avigdor Lieberman,
telephoned the head of Egyptian General Intelligence, Omar Suleiman, and thanked him for the

cooperation in resolving the crisis of the Libyan ship. In addition, Israeli Deputy Foreign

Minister ,Dane Avyalon, said that: “Israel" gained the upper hand in 4ge confrontation against the

Libyan ship "Hope", and he stressed that Egypt and "Isr e a common interest in
preventing the armament of Hamas. \/
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The Prime Minister in Gaza, Ismail Hani éfﬁrmed that the “Hope” ship had achieved its

goal, expressing his hope that Arab IC and international efforts will continue to Ilift the
siege of Gaza completely. $
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Hamas movement considered the Israeli navy's interception of the "ship of hope™ and prevented
it from reaching Gaza Strip as a naval piracy against isolated solidarity activists, in light of

continues  silence of the international community, which bears part of the responsibility.
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In the wake of preventing the ‘“Hope” ship from entering Gaza, dozens participated in a boat

march launched from Gaza port to the depth of several kilometers in solidarity with the Libyan
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ship. MP Jamal al-Khudari, chairman of the Popular Committee Against Siege, called for the
formation of an international safety and protection network for the vessel to ensure that it could
arrive to Gaza.
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Hope ship arrived at El-Arish on 15 July and it began to enter aid to Gaza Strip on 18 July. The

aid continued to be delivered for three days.
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The Malaysian Ship “ The Spirit of el Corrie”: Following “ the ship of hope”, a
Malaysian ship “the spirit of Rachel Corp cated the attempts to reach Gaza. The ship was
organized by the Perdana Global Pe dation of Malaysia, which was launched on the MV

Finch ship from the Greek port o s on 11 May 2011. On 16 May 2011, Israeli naval forces

prevented them from enter %’Strip and fired warning shots at the ship, which reached the
sea of Rafah in the sou@éaza Strip, forcing it to turn its route to the Egyptian territorial
waters. The ship's charterer announced that the ship, which had 12 solidarity activists: seven
Malaysians, two Irish, two Indian and one Canadian; had been carrying sewage and building

materials to Gaza Strip, and it had to anchor in Egyptian waters 30 miles away From Gaza.
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After the ship was prevented from entering Gaza, the activists were forced to return to their
countries. On 5 July 2011, Amr Hadhoud, the Palestinian representative at the Al-Auja
crossingon the Egyptian side, announced that the Egyptian authorities succeeded in ending the
crisis of the Malaysian aid ship that has been waiting at El-Arish port for two months. He
explained that the aid is 32 tons of 7.5 kilometers metal pipes to establish the first sewerage
system in Gaza Strip. the Egyptian authorities began to tow the Malaysian aid ship to the port of

Arish to begin unloading cargo.
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"Freedom Flotilla 2"": The "European Campaign to lift the sie aza," one of the founding
bodies of the flotilla of freedom coalition on 2 June 2010gasked to participate in the "Freedom
Flotilla 2". The campaign announced that the "Free tilla 2" will be launched in late
September 2010. The number of applicants to partic@ in the flotilla until 1 July 2010 exceed

Flotilla 2"

nine thousand solidarity activists, and the LamMNg¥ added that more than thirty-five media
outlets have applied to participate in the "E
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Bulent Yildirim, head of@;ish Islamic Charitable Society (IHH), said the vessels hired by

22 NGOs would carry 1,5007%ctivists from more than 100 countries.

g Al gLl 3 gl Aa) g 2011/A/27 (g8 um Al 535 sl (aalts Ly el 350 Gty el cien (30
Q‘J\J’:\MYL‘ (:L\SS\ M\J.A:\ 4:\.\A;Y\ Q\.@Aﬂ} :\.lw‘);..\ﬂ ‘)jS LAS ‘B_).C &M ‘;j Lg‘);.\j\ _)Lu.a;j\ _)MS dﬁ\)ﬁ dj-‘-aj
36 gl e (gomall G5kl (b laal 4 lladll

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 27 April
2011 to continue diplomatic efforts to prevent the arrival of the convoys aimed to break the
maritime blockade to Gaza Strip, and he instructed the Navy and security authorities to make

the necessary preparations to impose Maritime cordon on Gaza Strip.
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Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Dawutoglu warned Israel not to prevent “the Freedom Flotilla
2” threatening to response to any provocative action. The European Campaign to Lift the Siege
on Gaza also called on the international community to protect the "Freedom Flotilla 2 via a
statement issued on 22 May 2011." Furthermore, The campaign criticized the call by UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to prevent the flotilla from sailing.
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The United Nations position was not the only one to prevent “F@n Flotilla 2” from sailing.
On 30 May 2011, Canadian Foreign Minister, John Balrd wa an
in the flotilla.

y Canadian involvement
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A coalition of Canadian ernmental organizations preparing to participate in the
"Canadian ship for Gaz reedom Flotilla 2” said in response to Bird's remarks: "He is

trying to abdicate the Canadian government's responsibility to protect all Canadians who will be
aboard the flotilla and he is trying to justify in advance any crime that may be submitted by
Israel against innocent, peaceful and isolated people from the whole world, just as Israel did a
year ago, 'referring to the massacre of' Freedom Flotilla 1 ". The coalition denounced the "

misleading” information promoted by the Canadian government.
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On 22 June 2011, a US Department of State statement warned against any attempt to reach Gaza,
including by sea. The statement explained that if any problem occurs, consular protection will be
"very limited” in Gaza Strip and all American citizens who will try to reach Gaza must know

that they are being subjected to arrest, prosecution and expulsion.”
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Two members of the German left party decided not to participate in the "Freedom Flotilla 2", in
the wake of a decision taken by the party to refuse the participation in the flotilla after Israel
accused a number of party members that they are "anti-Semitism."
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“Launching of the “Freedom Flotilla 2 would harm the %@nption of the peace process and it is
an urgent priority for the international commun ding to the spokesman of Ministry of
Foreign of Italy, Maurizio Massari. Furtl the spokesman for the French Foreign
Ministry, Valero Bernard, described the" E 8 Flotilla 2 "as a bad idea. However, he stressed
that" we have no right to prevent a om sailing, but we expressed that the idea is not

welcomed to us and we invited ou S not to participate.
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In light of these international positions opposing the "Freedom Flotilla 2", the Israeli army has
received strict instructions not to allow any naval convoy to breach the maritime cordon imposed
on Gaza Strip. The IDF spokesman,Yoav Mordechai, said that his army " we learn a lesson after
we intercept freedom flotilla 1. He expressed his hope that there would be no need for “using
force”. However, following the declaration by Mordechai, freedom flotilla organizers said that

they "do not care about the Tel Aviv threats,” and the flotilla "will be launched on time and the

87



repeated threats will not deter it of achieving its goals.”
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On 17 June 2011, a spokesman of the organizers of the "Freedom Flotilla 2" in Istanbul
announced that the Turkish ship "Mavi Marmara", attacked by “Israel” in the "Freedom Flotilla
1" will not participate in the "Freedom Flotilla 2". Bulent Yildirim, head of the Turkish Islamic
charitable Association (IHH) which is the owner of the ship, does not rule out the participation
of the ship in a third flotilla, stressing that its absence "does not relmS) the government and it is

due to technical problems only."
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On 25 June 2011, the "European Campaign ift the Siege on Gaza" announced that the launch
of the first ship of the "Freedom FIotiII:&Q one of the French ports. On 30 June 2011, Rami

Abdo, a member of the “European n to Lift the Siege” on Gaza, revealed that the Israeli

Mossad is carrying out three atte sabotage some ships participating in the flotilla.
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"Israel" renewed its threats, and the minister of defense, Ehud Barak, said that: "I ordered the

Israeli Navy to stop the convoy of “Freedom Flotilla 2 using violence and force if necessary."
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While Gaza flotilla waiting for the “Freedom Flotilla 2 ships to launch from Greece, the Greek
government became an instrument in the hands of the Israeli occupation to continue imposing a
blockade on Gaza by preventing the flotilla from leaving Greek ports, responding to pressure
from the Israeli government where Benjamin Netanyahu thanks his Greek counterpart, George
Papandreou, for his efforts to prevent the arrival of humanitarian aid to Gaza Strip. The Greek
Ministry of Civil Defense announced in a statement on 1 July 2011 that it had prevented "ships
fiying Greek or foreign flag from sailing from Greek ports to Gaza. To carry out decision, the
Greek Coast Guard intercepted a US ship sailing from the port of Piraeus near Athens. The
"boldness of hope", carrying about 40 activists, was about two miles off the Greek coast when it
was intercepted by a Coast Guard vessel that ordered the boat captf@return.
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On 30 June 2011, “The European Campaign¥Q LM¥the Siege on Gaza” also announced that the

Greek Coast Guard stormed a Canadian lled "Liberation” in an attempt to prevent it from

sailing to Gaza Strip, where the uard confiscated all original and official documents
concerning the route of the ﬂotill$
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On 3 July 2011, Israeli Foreign Minister, Avigdor Lieberman, revealed that Israel is behind

Greece's decision to ban the “Freedom Flotilla 2” from sailing to Gaza Strip.
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In the light of preventing the “Freedom Flotilla 2” from sailing, a UN statement said that

Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, had telephoned the Greek Foreign Minister, Stavros

Lambrinidis, in which he endorsed Greece's initiative to transfer humanitarian aid to Gaza

89



through normal channels already existed.
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As a result of banding the ships from sailing, about half of the 300 activists from 22 countries,

who applied to participate in the flotilla, had left Greek.
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Israeli President, Shimon Peres, had thanked his Greek counterpart, Karolos Papoulias, for

preventing Athena's flotilla from sailing to Gaza Strip.
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The reception of Palestinian President, M’& bbas, for his Greek counterpart, Carlos

Papoulias, on 12 July 2011, days after revented the "Freedom Flotilla 2" from leaving
its ports to Gaza Strip, aroused a gre troversy among Palestinians who appeared to oppose
this vistt.
Hamas said: "At a time e@» Palestinian people were angered by the official position of
Greece ... Mahmoud ADb prised us to welcome the Greek President, Carlos Papoulias, in
Ramallah, despite the Palestinian people's rejection of this step, which is inconsistent with his
feelings.
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Al-Ahrar Movement refused President Abbas reception to his Greek counterpart in Ramallah,
accusing Greece of "playing a role in complicity with the Israeli entity who besieged Gaza
Strip,” stressing that "the Greek president is not welcome in Palestine. The Popular Resistance
Movement considered the Greek president's visit to Palestinian territories as "An insult to our

Palestinian people and to the suffering of our people trapped in Gaza Strip."
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On 17 July 2011, a statement issued by “Free Gaza” Movement, one of the organizers of
“Freedom Flotilla 2”, said that the French ship “Karama” sailed from the Greek island of
Kastelorizo, carrying 10 activists, three journalists and three crew members, including six
French, one Tunisian, a Greek, Swede and a Canadian activists. While the journalists are Amira
Hass from the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, a journalist and a photographer from Al Jazeera

television.
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On 19 July 2011, soldiers of the Israeli navy seized tWrama” ship as it approached a
distance of 50 nautical miles off the coast of Gaza, and @ It to change course and to dock at
the port of Ashdod.
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The Israeli prracy on the French ship “Al-Karama” had aroused the outrage of the Palestinian
and the Arab. The lIsraeli government has condemned the piracy of the occupation in violation of
the international law and disregard for all human values. Ahmed Bahr, the first deputy speaker
of the Palestinian Legislative Council, described the incident as "maritime piracy and acts of
cowardice that violate the simplest rules of international and humanitarian law and international
conventions that are universally recognized.” Furthermore, the spokesman of Fatah movement,
Ahmed Assaf, condemned the Israeli occupation forces' seizure on the ship "Al-Karama”. In
addition, Hamas considered the detention of the ship French  "Al-Karama" as a crime,

international piracy and a flagrant violation of international laws and customs.
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The Secretary General of the League of Arab States, Nabil Al-Arabi, condemned the Israeli
piracy on the ship "Al- Karama" and called upon the international community and the Security
Council to take a firm position against the Israeli piracy. He also expressed the full solidarity of
the Arab League with the international campaign to lift the siege on Gaza. Besides, The Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) also denounced the Israeli attack on

“Al-Karama” ship.
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According to the government position in "IsraeDPrlme Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
announced that his government will continue & na% blockade on Gaza Strip. And he said that:
"The government foiled the flotilla thro matic political activity. Israel will continue its
policy of allowing to transfer goods od to Gaza, but at the same time it will continue
imposing the maritime cordon in&v 0 prevent the smuggling of weapons and rockets that
fired almost daily by the H
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Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak considered the seizure of the boat as "a victory for the

on lsraeli citizens.

insight and firmness of the Israeli army and it is a proof that the army had learned the right
lessons from the experience of controlling the Mavi Marmara and the rest of the ships of the

Freedom Flotilla 1."
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Conclusion

The Gaza Strip is subjected to a suffocating blockade, which prevents or rations most of goods.
The siege also prevents fishing deep into the sea, in an attempt to ken and overthrow Hamas
government in Gaza Strip. As a result of the blockade, the pe Gaza Strip have suffered
economic, humanitarian, social and health crises. HoweveNthe, policy of collective punishment
practiced by “Israel" with regional and internatio icipation failed. The humanitarian
convoys that arrived to the besieged strip have  facilr , if only to a limited extent, the life of

the people of Gaza Strip. q \/
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The outset attempts to break the siege of Gaza was not governmental, it was popular on the level
of individuals and organizations. Furthermore, International human rights organizations met
under the umbrella of human rights to lift the siege. These efforts were attended by members of
municipal councils and regional and international human rights organizations to launch land
convoys, ships and naval flotillas to penetrate the pillars of the unjust siege. As a result of the
Israeli assault on the "Freedom Flotilla 1" and the fall of nine martyrs, the insistence increased to

send more convoys to break the siege of Gaza.
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The besieged Strip received solidarity delegations of all nationalities and religions, many of
whom are nationals of countries participating in the unjust siege. These convoys gave the
Gazans hope and they strengthened their steadfastness against siege. Also, They proved that
there are honorable people in the world who reject the siege, injustice, aggression and

occupation.
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No one can isolate the Palestinian cause from what is happenin @Arab countries, and this
is what Israel knows well. Therefore, Israel was confused by bll of Hosni Mubarak regime

in the January 25 Egyptian revolution, where his policies consistent with Israeli policy by
imposing the siege on Gaza Strip. O
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Consequently, the Arab Qmons constituted a fundamental turning point in the Arab political
reality and it considered as a political lever for the Palestinian cause. It also causes the invasion
of the Palestinian masses, in Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Jerusalem, the Lebanese village Maroun
al-Ras, and the Syrian Golan, to the barbed wire in the sixty-third anniversary of AL-Nakba of
Palestine on 15 May 2011, in order to ask for the departure of the Israeli entity. Thus
constituting a political indicator towards turning to the reality of rejecting the political reality in

which the siege of the Gaza Strip is a part.
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The siege of Gaza was broken by a group of activists to prove to the world that injustice will not
last long and the siege will be broken. These activists did what the governments could not, and
they reached by their convoys to Gaza Strip, despite the Israeli refusal to allow ships to enter, the
attempts to shoot and threaten them, and the obstacles placed by the regime of Hosni Mubarak in

front of the land convoys, but this did not deter them from proceeding to reach Gaza.
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The continuing of sending land convoys to Gaza Strip appears to be more possible with the fall
of the regime of former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. Since@;is no one can prevent it
as the previous convoys were banded to enter Rafah crossin cording to the sea convoys,
"Israel" is still imposing a maritime blockade and it bans t S to enter, the last of which was
the banning of the French ship "Al Karama" in July 266
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