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I. CONTEXT AND RATIONALE

Communication is defined as the imparting or exchanging of information by speaking, writing, or using some other medium. According to Jana Johnson in her written work at Daily Grammar, 2014, “Grammar lays the groundwork for effective communication.  Just as an improperly configured telephone wire can cause static during a phone conversation, improper grammar can likewise affect the meaning and clarity of an intended message”.
Moreover, grammar skills are very useful in every parts of our lives. It is important in our education, our society and employment opportunities Proper grammar is also essential in understanding and mastering English as our second unofficial language as well as learning a new language, since all languages follow a particular grammar pattern.
Understanding and mastering these grammar patterns are daunting tasks to English Language Learners and a greater challenge to the teachers. English teachers need not only to simplify the rules. They also need to make each learning meaningful and applicable for each of the learners.
In the study conducted by Eman Elturki [An Investigation of Grammar Problems Facing English Language Learners, Year 16; Issue 2; April 2014, ISSN 1755-9715], she discussed one effective way of explicit grammar teaching [Consciousness Raising(CR)]. Ellis (1997) defines a CR task as “a pedagogic activity where the learners are provided with L2 data in some form and required to perform some operation on or with it” (p. 160). He added that the purpose of a CR task “is to arrive at an explicit understanding of some linguistic properties” (p. 160).
This research aims mainly at determining the best practices of teachers in Tanjay National High School in the conduct of grammar classes. Thus, providing help to teachers who may be having some challenges in grammar teaching. The end result shall be an improved conduct of grammar classes. These recommendations shall be based on studies, methodologies, and theories in Second Language Acquisition (SLA) and English Language Teaching (ELT).
II. ACTION RESEARCH QUESTIONS
	
According to Bordage and Dawson, 2003, the single most important component of a study is the research question. It is the keystone of the entire exercise (p. 378). Posing the questions aim to direct the researcher to the right path.
In the classroom research that the researcher will be conducting, the following questions will be posed:

1. What is the profile of the respondent in terms of
1.1 Age;
1.2 Sex;
1.3 Position;
1.4 Length in Service;
2. What practices do teachers have in the conduct of grammar classes?
3. How do learners feel about grammar classes?
4. What practice greatly improves the conduct of their grammar classes?

III. PROPOSED INNOVATION, INTERVENTION & STRATEGY

Grammar is taught explicitly either by presenting the rules and then giving examples, which is referred to as deductive reasoning, or by providing examples and then students arrive to the rule, which is referred to as inductive reasoning (Thornbury, 2000).Then, some communicative based tasks might be used to practice the rules (Andrews, 2007).
One of the examples proposed in the literature for explicit grammar teaching is the use of consciousness-raising(CR) grammar tasks (Ellis, 1995;Fotos, 1993).Ellis (1997) defines a CR task as “a pedagogic activity where the learners are provided with L2 data in some form and required to perform some operation on or with it” (p. 160). He added that the purpose of a CR task “is to arrive at an explicit understanding of some linguistic property or properties of the TL” (p. 160).Thornbury (2000) asserted that the pro-grammar teaching researchers claim that through CR “learning seems to be enhanced when the learners’ attention is directed to getting the forms right, and when the learner’s attention is directed to features of the grammatical system” (p. 24).For instance, in a study conducted by Fotos (1994) with EFL Japanese college students to examine the effectiveness of CR grammar tasks, she found that having the students work together to analyze and discover the rules was effective in generating accurate understanding of the grammatical structures and in using the target language. Accordingly, it can be understood that grammar CR does not only focus on developing awareness of English grammatical features but, also, on improving ELLs’ communicative competence through interacting with each other in different tasks to discover and practice the rules. See (Appendix B) for a sample activity of CR grammar tasks with explanations adopted from (Willis, 1996).

IV. ACTION RESEARCH METHODS

The participants of this research shall be the teachers of the three big high schools of Tanjay City Tanjay National High School, Tanjay High School (Legislated) and Tanjay City Science High School. The Teachers shall come from the English Department who are handling Grade 7 up 10 . The following table shows the number of teachers who handle actual grammar classes in the different schools:
Table 1.
	SCHOOL
	No. of Teachers

	Tanjay National High School
	10

	Tanjay High School (Legislated)
	4

	Tanjay City Science High School
	4



The instrument that the researcher shall use is a questionnaire. Using questionnaires is assumed to be “one of the most common methods of data collection in second language research” (Dörnyei, 2003, p. xiii).
The researcher shall explain the purpose of the questionnaire and leave the teacher to answer on their own so as not to affect the teachers answer and not to spoil the data to be collected. The teacher shall also have the option to either write his/her name to protect her privacy. The data shall then be collected, coded and analyzed by the researcher

V. ACTION RESEARCH WORK PLAN AND TIMELINES
	ACTIVITY
	PERSONS INVOLVED
	TIME FRAME

	
Research Writing Preliminaries

Identifying the Respondents

Orientation of the respondents/Formulation of Questionnaire

Floating of Questionnaires

Tabulation, Interpretation and Analysis of Data

Encoding and Proof Reading

Polishing and Finalizing of Research

Submission of Research
	
Researcher



Researcher


Researcher, Respondents



Researcher, Respondents



Researcher



Researcher


Researcher



Researcher
	
June 1 – 30, 2018 



July 3 – 10, 2018


August 1 - 20, 2018



September 1 – 20, 2018



October 1 – 15, 2018



November 2 – 19, 2018


November 20 – 28, 2018



December 1, 2018



VI. COST ESTIMATES
TABLE 2.
	ACTIVITIES
	MATERIALS
	COST

	Research Writing Preliminaries
	Printing Materials
	3,000.00

	Identification of Respondents
	Supplies
	2,000.00

	Orientation with the Respondents
	Snacks/Domestic Travel
	5,000.00

	Formulation of Questionnaire
	Printing Materials/ Food
	1,000.00

	Floating of Questionnaire/Transportation
	Printing Materials /Domestic Travel
	6,000.00

	Tabulation of Questionnaires
	Supplies/ Materials
	1,000.00

	Presentation, Interpretation and Analysis of Data
	Supplies/ Materials /Food
	3,000.00

	Encoding and Proof Reading
	Supplies/ Materials /Food
	5,000.00

	Polishing and Finalizing of Research
	Supplies/Materials/Food /Printing Materials
	3,000.00

	Submission of Research
	Printing Materials/ Domestic Travel
	1,000.00

	TOTAL
	
	30,000.00





VII. PLANS FOR DISSEMINATION AND UTILIZATION

The result of this action research will be beneficial to the English teachers who have issues with the conduct of grammar classes. This research will make a compilation of the best practices for other schools to implement.
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