Avengers Infinity War: What We Know And Don't, And What We Expect

Ten years and eighteen movies from Marvel Studios later, and we've finally come to this—the much anticipated Avengers: Infinity War. The wait for it has been as exhilarating as it is nerve-wracking. Because this is it, an end of the road type of deal, so to speak. Let's not get ahead of ourselves though. Before we speculate on the kind of shock and heartbreak Infinity War might have in store for us, let's first look back at what has led to this war in the first place: the Infinity Stones, among other things.

Are you ready? Go on and play your favorite Marvel soundtrack for some ambiance while I try my best to keep everything short and sweet. Be warned though: spoilers gonna spoil, there will be a ton of links for you to click on, and some snark will be had.

Now let's get this show on the road! Er, galaxy. You know what I mean.

The Infinity Stones
Prior to the creation of the Universe, there were six singularities: Space, Mind, Reality, Power, Time, and Soul, all of which eventually became the Infinity Stones. Don’t ask me why our Cosmic Entity pals Death, Entropy, Infinity, and Eternity created stones out of singularities though. That’s an entirely different rabbit hole.

It's common knowledge that diamonds are a girl’s best friend, but the female population may change their mind over these stones.  As will everybody else, because the Stones are extremely powerful even on their own. If you don’t believe me, I’m sure you’ll believe what the Allfather says. Hela and Loki probably won’t. Here’s the deal according to Odin:

"There are relics that pre-date the universe itself. An ancient force of infinite destruction."

Five of the six Infinity Stones have already made appearances across all eighteen films. To keep it concise, I present a nifty breakdown.

Space Stone
Encased in the Tesseract, the Space Stone possesses unlimited energy and is a representation of the fabric of space. Hidden by Odin in Tønsberg (Norway), it was retrieved by Johann Schmidt the year of 1942. It was lost into Arctic waters before being found by Howard Stark, who later on gave it to S.H.I.E.L.D. It was then stolen during the first Avengers movie, before being brought back to Asgard. As of Thor: Ragnarok, we’re led to believe that it’s in Loki’s possession.

Mind Stone
Gifted by Thanos during the Chitauri Invasion of New York, it was under the possession of Loki (seriously Loki, that's two Stones) through the Chitauri Scepter. Its power doesn't seem to be limited to mind control since the Maximoff twins obtained their special abilities through it. Confiscated, stolen, retrieved, and stolen again, the Mind Stone eventually gave life to Vision.

Reality Stone
Also known as the Aether, it was created by Malekith of the Dark Elves and has the power to bend the laws of reality and physics, turning matter into dark matter. It represents reality itself. First introduced in Thor: The Dark World, the "stone" took a reddish liquid form. The Asgardians were able to contain it at the end of the film. The Reality Stone is currently with The Collector, in his museum on Knowhere.

Power Stone
Representing the destructive nature of the universe, the Power Stone is also known as the Orb. Initially used by Cosmic Beings, the effect of the Power Stone destroyed all nine of them who linked themselves together to harness it. It was hidden away on the planet Morag, in a secret tomb beneath its vast ocean. The Guardians of the Galaxy film narrates the hunt for the Orb. As of the movie's end, the Power Stone was given to the Nova Corps on Xandar.

Time Stone
Contained in a relic called The Eye of Agamotto, the Time Stone is a complicated piece of work. It doesn't just alter time: it controls the flow of it and then some, putting Hermione's Timeturner to shame. The movie Doctor Strange explores the powerful characteristics of this Stone. It has currently been returned, after brief use by Strange himself, on its pedestal in the Kamar-Taj Library on Earth.

Soul Stone
All we know is its color. It's orange. What say you, Peeta?

Thanos and the Stones
No, Thanos and the Stones is not a rock band. Anyway, we know that the Mad Titan is now coming for the Infinity Stones himself. And why wouldn't he? Both Loki and Ronan the Accuser have already failed him, and all they had to do was conquer some worlds and retrieve the other Stones. They've also caused a problem: the formation of The Avengers and the Guardians of the Galaxy. And so, after eighteen movies of build up, the final scene of Avengers: Age of Ultron finally shows Thanos taking initiative by donning the Infinity Gauntlet.

"Fine. I'll do it myself."

Which leads us to the question: what don't we know about Infinity War but expect anyway?

It's Going To Be A Party
Of sorts. Nearly everyone will be there like some kind of massive, superhero soiree. Possibly even some characters from TV. I won't list people one by one because we're not sure who "everyone" is. Here's a link that confirms those we're definitely going to see though.

The amount of heroes who will be present in this third installment still astounds no matter how many times you watch the trailer. Am I the only one who has it on repeat?

People Are Going To Die
We don't know who, but since several actors have shared the status of their Marvel contracts (we're looking at you Chris Evans, RDJ, and Samuel L. Jackson)... well... I don't know about you, but I think we're all going to need an arc reactor for our poor, human hearts. For sure, the heroic deaths will be a torture to watch.

(Will it be Captain America? Iron Man? Vision because of the Mind Stone?)

In a realm outside the Marvel Cinematic Universe, it took each and every one of Earth's heroes to stop Thanos, which included the X-Men. Unfortunately, they're not on the MCU. So yes, deaths.

Avengers: Infinity War will be in theaters May 2018. There will be a fourth Avenger film that's yet to be named, so don't lose those arc reactors or get palladium poisoning just yet. We're all going to need something to fix our hearts once Marvel rips it out.

Be strong though, fellow nerd! We'll get through this.

